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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

Vol.2  February 2008
The President
It seems we are getting into a busy part of the year and there is a lot going on.

I seem to have provoked some controversy when I referred to a ‘load’ of Rotarians, what is the true collective noun?  But hopefully this is the only controversial thing this year!

I’ve had a couple of interesting trips out in the past couple of weeks with a visit to the Westerham Club and both Tony and I attended the Try Angle Awards in Margate.

You will probably recall that we sponsored Christopher Myers for these awards last year and this was the highlight of the year with all the Young People receiving their awards and the overall winner being announced.  Christopher received his award for Sports but was not the overall winner.  KCC and many others sponsored the event.
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  Chris Myers in his ‘Amherst’ T Shirt.

I would like to thank Elaine Bracken for her very well thought out and well presented talk on the running of the Club; this followed her earlier article in ‘On Line’.  A positive discussion followed and I think the time is right to ‘tweak’ the meetings etc.  The main thoughts are with regards to ‘efficiency’ and timing.

The Board meeting on 4th February was good and we managed to get all the business completed in 1 hour and 28 minutes – a good start.  We have now also dropped ‘apologies’ from the general agenda.  I would like to try and reduce the length of the ‘business’ side of the meetings and leave more time for socializing.  The eventual aim should be to finish the main meeting by 21.30.

This will depend largely on whether we can speed up the meal and whether St Julians will assist us.  We will be speaking to them about this.  Announcements can also be made while we are eating.

Several comments have also been made about the meeting’s format and the number of speakers we have.  I am suggesting the following to reduce the number of external speakers but retaining the ‘fun’.

* Meeting format –    1. Business

                                 2. Speaker

                                 3. Club Evening/Social – or Committees

         4. In House Speaker – every Member has to do a 15 minute talk      once every 30 months.

                           Any subject, hobby, story, quiz etc – barracking allowed.

                   
              5. Partners Evening – Speaker. Probably a longer meeting to 22.00.

* Board Meetings once a month as now.  One short on a Wednesday 7pm – 1 hour.  


Others Mondays – max 1.5 hours
* Business meetings – brief reports as now, but more discussion/ideas for future activities.  Monthly figures for balances only quoted.  Accounts to be circulated by email prior to Business meeting.

*
 Meal formats could be discussed with St Julians, possibly a snack meal on week 3.  Full meal on week 5.

We will gradually move forward with these over the next couple of months and see how we get on.

I think the idea of changing meeting times is not quite as simple and I suggest we leave this for the time being, but review this again quite soon.

Don’t forget we have a few events coming up, Jazz Evening, Golf Day, Young Achievers Awards, Wine Tasting, Ladies Night, Murder Mystery and possibly some Open Air Concerts.

Colin

Involvement
President Colin and V/President Bill  urge all members to read this.    
                                                                            "INVOLVEMENT”
                                              Following comments from some Club Members that "-----they no longer feel involved in Club activities or have
                                              any direct responsibility in the affairs of Sevenoaks Amherst" Membership Services have compiled a checklist 

                                              on individuals roles within the club to see if these statements are justified. The checklist has confirmed that a

                                              small number of members have little or no official role in the running of the club. It may well be that the

                                              individuals concerned are perfectly content with this situation and have no wish to change it, that is fine. 

                                              However, if there is any member who is feeling disillusioned because of their lack of involvement in the day-to-day

                                              running of club activities then please contact either one of us so that we can discuss and agree a means of
                                             satisfying the individuals need for greater involvement in club affairs. 

Programme

February 2008

06.02.08


Business Meeting

13.02.08


Bill Brickell re Cyclo Sportif

20.02.08


AMHERST EVENING -Topic tba

27.02.08


Sally Pettitt – Make A Wish

March 20 08
05.03.08


Business Meeting

12.03.08


Peter Forrester, Chislehurst Rotary Club – Chislehurst…..no ordinary suburb
19.03.08


AMHERST EVENING -Topic tba

26.03.08


Lin Jonas – University of the Third Age (U3A)

April 2008

02.04.08


Business Meeting

09.04.08


Peter Forrester, Chislehurst Rotary Club…
                                                     Chislehurst – No Ordinary Suburb
16.04.08


AMHERST EVENING -Topic tba 

23.04.08                                      Ian Read, Assistant Editor, Courier Media 
26.04.08                                       LADIES NIGHT    
30.04.08                                      PARTNERS EVENING –  Public Rights of Way –Nicky  
                                                    Biddall.
Citation;                           

Our first winner in the Sports and Outdoor  Education  category is        
Christopher Myers.
It's a busy time for Christopher at the moment. Right in the middle of  
taking his five GCSE's he is also a sports coach and lobbying  
parliament on disability issues.
Christopher suffers from Cerebral Palsy and lacks movement and speech.  
However he is a computer genius and with the help of his head-  
activated controls he can study, communicate and it has to be said  
play games with ease and skill.
He is very into his retro games and when he agreed to help out a  
friend who had a stall at a game conference, he set up landmark games  
from each era and took on all comers. Needless to say he wiped the  
floor with them.
But this has a serious side for him. One of his ambitions is to go on  
to study computer technology at University and learn how to develop  
not only games but also vital programmes for other disabled people to  
use.
His lobbying is on behalf of Scopes' no voice- no choice' campaign,  
which wants to highlight the need for equipment to help disabled  
people with their communication.
He loves travelling- in particular around London and is a frequent  
visitor to the Natural History and Science museums. Again never one to  
waste an experience he submitted a review about his favourite museum  
to the Rough Guide to Disabled London and it was accepted.
He has a great love of the outdoors and he is a champion player of  
Botcha- a version of Petanque for disabled players. He is now so  
skilled that he is a stage one coach teaching others within the YMCA.

His original nomination for sport came from the Sevenoaks Amherst  
Rotary Club for his skills at Botcha but when you talk to his Dad as I  
have, what comes over is a young man who is interested in everything,  
stops at nothing and leaves others standing. This award is for his  
personal achievement in sport but also his desire to help others..                                                              
23.04.08


Ian Read – Assistant Editor, Courier Media 

30.04.08


PARTNERS EVENING – Nicky Biddall – Public Rights of Way
Competition Time -   Collective Noun
President Colin has undertaken to give a ‘good’ bottle of wine  (his words, not mine) for   
the best suggestion for a collective noun for a group of Rotarians. Several suggestions have already been made but you are not limited to one so keep sending them in. Closing date will
be Monday 25th February after which the Board will get a list of the suggestions- without names- and will decide the winner.
Douglas has sent in a suggestion and he relates that the collective noun for School Inspectors  
is ‘a thrombosis’ – “a bunch of bloody clots blocking up  the passages”. So, although it wont be part of the competition, when you send in your entry also give an explanation for it and I’ll put them in On Line in March. 
Ron.  
Invitation   
Fellow Rotarians,
                          Maureen and I ,greatly assisted by Edward, have arranged a further social event which will banish those winter blues!
THE EVENT---Wine Tasting but not like anything you have previously experienced. Hosted by James MacNay and Cinzia Long from "Rare and Organic" you will experience italian wines(two whites,three reds) and lots of very good italian food,some hot some cold . We have still to confirm the menu but one thing is certain---you wont come away feeling hungry!
 

THE DATE,TIME,VENUE-----Sunday,24th February, 12.30pm start(finish about 2.30pm),The Preparatory School at Godden Green
COST -----£15.00 per person (cheques made payable to M. Morrison asap but definitely on or before Wednesday,13th Feb)
BOOKING-----Board to be circulated at next Wednesday's meeting or e-mail to either Maureen or myself
DIETARY REQUIREMENTS-----when booking(Board or e-mail) please let us know of any if there are any special dietary requirements or specific dislikes that either you or your guests may have
When more information(the menu) becomes available we will pass it on. Meanwhile,if you want to learn more about Rare and Organic then have a look at www.rareandorganic.co.uk

Bill
 
FIN
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