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The President    
Wow!  Another year gone.  Here we are in 2008; a Happy and Prosperous New Year to all fellow Rotarians, Friends and families.

We certainly left the year on a high note with the Christmas Party and I must thank Maureen and Bill again for their efforts in putting a highly entertaining evening together.  I must also apologise to St Julian’s as the room was left in the most appalling mess at the end of the night.

The year starts with a few events planned both on the social front and fund raising.  There are also a lot of ideas out there that we need to turn into actions.  Obviously the main fund raising event in the Club is the Cyclo Sportif and the 2008 event looks like it will be even bigger and better.  There is a small team beavering  away all the time and they have now set up electronic   registration and payment, which should speed up the whole process and also enable us to totally control the event.  In previous years we have relied on staff at The Hospice to help with the administration.  Again the main beneficiary of the event will be The Hospice, and I’m sure everyone will agree with this, but we need to agree amongst ourselves the exact distribution of monies raised.  More of this later.

I did receive a New Years message from our friends in Ohio.  Their President has sent us greetings and reminded us that they are all still ‘over the pond’ and looking forward to seeing us sooner rather than later.  We must give this some thoughts and see whether we can get a small ‘raiding party’ together.

On the thought front we have had various ideas mentioned over the past few months about how we should be ‘bettering’ ourselves and I would like to see us take some firm action on these items over the next few months.  We keep talking about things but no action is taken.  Too much time is spent criticising ourselves.  We need to implement the positive thoughts and ideas and then get on with the Fellowship, which I consider to be one of the most important aspects of Rotary.

Over the next few weeks our numbers at meeting will probably be down a little.  We have had a flood of application for ‘leave of absence’.  Ken Marsden, Grant, and Gordon will all be missing for a few meetings.

Again, a Happy New Year to all our readers!

Colin

Board Meeting  
Notes from the Board Meeting Wednesday 2 January 2008.

President.

Gordon Johnston will circulate a position paper on the Trustees for discussion at a future board meeting and subsequent club meeting; any changes agreed would not take place until the Rotary Year 2008/2009.
Agreed that the substance of Elaine Brackens letter on the club organisation and submissions by other members would be discussed by the Club Service committee and brought forward as a series of recommendations for a Club discussion.

Treasurer.
PayPal account for collection of Cyclo-Sportif entry fees is now operating; Trustees Ron Adams and Simon Welham will set up passwords to control the account.

Financial Balances, General £4,149, Charity, £4,492, Cyclo-Sportif, £10,348.

Agreed that available balances should be passed to Rotary Foundation as soon as possible in view of the present value of the dollar.

Agreed that the funds in Cyclo-Sportif should be distributed as per the adopted ratios.

Sevenoaks Primary will shortly be visiting the Roubaix school, board approval given for up to £750.00 to cover the cost of transport.

The Hope HIV Young Entrepreneurs would be starting at Sevenoaks Prep school in January, board approval given for up to £250.00 to start the exercise.

Audited, signed accounts for the Rotary Year 2006/2007 will soon be available.

Next Meeting. Monday, 4th February 2008 at President Colin’s offices in Otford at 7.00pm
Programme

To follow
Have Your Say    
From;  Don.   

Further to Elaine's article  and to the President Colin's comments at the recent business meeting, I feel that time should be put aside to discuss this matter fully.

Discussion points should be noted and spoken of at length, a person chairing the meeting to keep things on track with perhaps an agenda to follow.

This does not mean that every item must be followed but there are crucial points that are relevant to the club, its members and maybe its eventual survival. 
We would, I am sure agree to Elaine addressing the club

 

From Edward
Last week the Sevenoaks Rotary Club asked, through the Sevenoaks Chronicle, for more members.  Am I the only person to think it rather bizarre that here we are both wanting more members and yet all members of the same club, with the same ideals, the same fellowship, both raising money for local charities and, at times, the same world charities, having a meeting place barely a mile away from one another and with most of the membership of each club knowing one another well and all certainly on good terms.

 

Surely we would have a much better chance of having a strong rotary club in Sevenoaks if we joined forces.  To people in the locality two rotary clubs can be a bit confusing and it is somewhat difficult to explain any logic for it.

 
From:  Ron (P)
Elaine’s piece in November On Line led to a lot of comment mostly agreeing with what she had to say basically that if the Club really wants to attract new members then we need to look seriously at how we function The concern about attracting new members is almost an annual event, in fact in about the second year of our existence a piece in the then newsletter raised these very concerns – so nothing has changed.

I don’t think we have a big problem , our membership remains fairly constant  at around thirty members and this is about right if we wish to remain the sort of Club where all the members know each other . Elaine mentioned a Club with 200 members- I can’t imagine anything worse and I very much doubt if all those people were active Rotarians except perhaps at writing cheques. I accept that with smaller numbers it is difficult to mount a really big event but our Golf day, and now Cyclo-sportive are very successful and, importantly, all Club members are needed to make them a success.   Of course some members make a bigger contribution than others but that is acceptable provided everyone does what they can. 

Elaine suggests that older members in the Club are resistant to change. My experience is that change in almost everything is happening all the time and as you get older you get more and more used to it– but of course you also get a bit suspicious of change just for the sake of it. The older members have to accept  that,. for obvious reasons, the future of the Club is in the hands of the younger members and they may well want to do things differently and they should be encouraged to make suggestions and put forward proposals. But, if changes are proposed they should be thoroughly researched, not based on supposition as is presently the case


BOOK THE DATE.


The Young Achievers Award Presentations will take place on TUESDAY  
11th MARCH will take place at 7.00p.m. and due to the limits on the  
capacity of The Town Council
Chamber the venue is now likely to be the School Hall at Wildernesse.


Tony   

Letter from Lesotho   

Yes another one, and the first of the year! Happy 2008! I hope it will be a happy and successful year for everyone, and that it holds a few unexpected blessings! My 2007 finished well and in a swimming pool, and so far 2008 has been a good year.

 

Christmas was a brilliant day, much better than I expected or hoped for. It started with games round an American family’s. The parents go to our bible study and invited us round on Christmas eve for food and games. There were about 14 of us there and after burgers and salad we moved on to a hilarious game of Catchphrase, where I think the best suggestion for ‘cleaning your clothes’ was with ‘mouthwash’! We had party poppers and blowers, and then crackers which Nic and I had to tell them what to do with them and the point of them (that they make a lot of mess and have awful jokes) as apparently they have never had crackers before! Can you imagine Christmas with no crackers?

 

Christmas day began with stockings and then to church with the cracker hats from the previous night. It was a good service, I played clarinet and after we were off for mince pies and coffee round friend’s house. Then quickly home to cut up lots of fruit for the orphanage. We got there at 1, the time the KFC was supposed to arrive to find that Brad (our neighbour and another volunteer at MIS) had gone to KFC to collect the food and had been told they knew nothing about our order. So whilst we ate ice creams and played a game or two with 100 children Brad stood and ‘encouraged’ KFC to cook as quickly as they could! Fortunately we were able to eat just over an hour later, so chicken and chips all round. We then did presents with the children which went down really well. All the younger children had a goody parcel, with balloon, marbles, cards, watch, sunglasses – a huge success, particularly the watches, and there was much excitement. The older kids all got metal trunks to store their belongings under their beds. They were really pleased with them, and the clothes, cards, pencils etc in the trunk were an added bonus. Their faces were fantastic and it was a real blessing to be able to share part of the day with them. In the end we had to drag ourselves away to go to Brad’s for a pot luck. Eventually made it back home around 11pm. It was a very different day to my normal Christmas day but was great fun, and so different I didn’t have time to think about what I would normally be doing.

 

Boxing day was a quieter day with more mince pies and coffee and Pot Luck leftovers. We quickly prepared for holiday and the next morning we were off to Durban for a few days. I mentioned in my last circular that we were going to be going away for New Year and it was a really good time. I think maybe a few too many experiences for Mahlemola, who had never left Lesotho before. He found it very difficult to grasp that there were black people who he couldn’t understand, was surprised by the waves in the ocean, like a small child at the dolphin show, fascinated by the container ships coming into the harbour and gleeful at the midnight paint ball battle in which we found ourselves! Durban was very busy, but fortunately we managed to avoid the fat Afrikaans in speedos which we had been warned about. New Year’s Eve we spent around the pool, and jumped in at the stroke of midnight – definitely a first! The managers of the campsite were also at the pool and had loaded paintball guns in their truck which made an appearance after midnight. Unfortunately the first one to the truck emptied all the ammunition into his gun, which basically left the rest of us as sitting targets for an hour. Next time I go paintballing, I’ll make sure I have a weapon! Unfortunately on a more serious note, Ericka (another volunteer who came with us) had her bag stolen from the beach. She lost her passport so has to get a new one and her bank card so can’t get any money at the moment. She was really calm about it but it put a dampener on things that day.

 

So now we are back and at MIS again. As it is the new year we have five new children into the rooms from preschool, their tidying up skills are infinitely better than some of the older ones! We are back at the LINK on Monday, enjoying our last few mornings off, and before I know it I’ll be sending an end of January newsletter to everyone!

 

I pray that the New Year will be a joyful time for everyone, and that the rest of the year continues to be full of blessings. Thank you to everyone for Christmas messages, and happy 2008 from the Kingdom in the Sky!

 

Tamara
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