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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

July 2007

The President

New faces at No.10 and new faces at Sevenoaks Amherst.  Welcome to a new Rotary year from Colin and his team.

For those who didn’t make it to Club Assembly and those who dozed off, I have included a shortened version of my report.  For those who were there it hopefully will emphasize a few of my aims for the year.  We need more Fellowship and Fun.  Hopefully this will be a good year.

Simon has done an excellent job over the past year and I would like to thank him again.

Our initial focus should be on Fund Raising and supporting Malcolm with new ideas.  Also I would everyone’s support on the President’s Challenge which will involve me in a sponsored slim for the very worthwhile ‘Make a Wish Foundation’.  This will include a sweepstake at the weigh-in.  The weigh-out will be at District Conference in October.

We hope to get a speaker from ‘Make a Wish Foundation’ and hopefully this will enable us to boost funds.  Helen has volunteered as Speaker Secretary and one of her first tasks is to try and arrange this talk.  She also needs your support and any ideas I’m sure would be very welcome.

Also, welcome to our newest Member John and farewell to Geoff who has resigned after 29 years with the Club.

SEVENOAKS AMHERST ROTARY CLUB - CLUB ASSEMBLY 4TH JULY 2007

Well here we are another year; one which I hope will be even more successful than last year.

This is our Club Assembly and we are supposed to look forward but I would just like to take a few minutes to reflect on last year.

First of all I would like to thank Simon for a year of great leadership.  On the Charity front we raised almost £25,000 and made donations of almost £32,000 to worthwhile Charities both in this immediate area and worldwide via Shelter Boxes.

Now for the future.  I must admit I had no idea what I was letting myself in for when I said I would stand for President but I am very honoured to be standing here with only another 50 meetings in front of me.

However, many of my concerns have disappeared.  I have spoken to people within the Club and in true Rotary spirit I have had volunteers with great ideas and already the year is taking shape and hopefully it will be a good year.

In order to prepare for this I have attended several meetings over the past few months both PETS 1 and PETS 2 together with District Assembly.  I also went along to the “Meet the Presidents” day in Brighton back in March when I met Allan Jagger, President of RIBI 2007/8 and Wilf Wilkinson, President of RI 2007/8.  Both gave encouraging speeches and generated some ideas and enthusiasm for the forthcoming year.

Peter Lawrence, Assistant District Governor for this area was due to come to our Assembly but sends his apologies, hopefully he will attend on 11th July and will comment on our plans.

We will also have a visit from District Governor, Dennis Spiller on 26th September 2007.

If you look in the guidance notes about Club Assembly it says its purpose is for “Goal setting and developing an action plan” and we should “review our Club’s strengths and weaknesses”.  My main aim for the year, and I hope you will all support me, is to return to the basics which are Fun, Fellowship and Service.

I would like to see a lot more social events take place this year both within the Club but also outside the Club and there are a few ideas floating around.  Hopefully everyone will support these ideas and we can finish the year in a very up beat mood.

We start the year with two new members.  Both Helen and John have recently joined and hopefully they will be made very welcome.  However, we have also lost two members.  One is not really a loss, as Graham has transferred to Chislehurst as he works in that area now.

We also have a letter of resignation from one Member.

We start this year with a Board structure and are following the recommendations of the “Club Leadership Plan”.

As you should all be aware there are eight members of the Board that will meet monthly and discuss the overall running of the Club.  The day to day business of the Club will be handled by Committee Co-ordinators who will form task groups to run individual events etc.  You will hear from these Co-ordinators later.

As I have said the year is already shaping up and as well as the visit from the District   Governor in September we have a probable visit from the Roubaix Club in September, District Conference is in Eastbourne in October (about 20 members going) and the Christmas Party is on 19th  December.

Next year, 2008, there is a Partners evening on 26th April and District Funday on 15th June.

I have been contacted about GSE activities which include a visit here from a team of Australians
Colin
Council Meeting    2nd  July  20007
Apologies – John Harland.

Minutes of the meetings on 14th May and 4th June.

The minutes were agreed as a correct record.

1.
Matters arising – 

1. A wide discussion on the working practices of the new ‘board’ and ways to ensure the wider involvement of club members.

2. It was emphasized that there needed to be clarity in the responsibilities of the ‘board’ and the club business meeting.

3. The timing of ‘board meeting in relation to club business meeting was discussed but not resolved.

4. The term ‘co-ordinator’ was to be used in preference to ‘chair’.

5. The Chairman of the Trustees is to be asked to attend board meetings from time to time.

6. Archives; it is understood that these are now with Jack.

7. Golf Tabard; this was auctioned for £140.00 the club would receive £70.00 to the club charity account.

8. It was requested that Graeme be asked if the return to the Charity Commissioners had been sent off.

9. Friends of Rotary; agreed that candidates be discussed at business meeting when they were not present but they would not be subject to a 10 day notice.

2.
President – 

1. An information sheet is available which would be useful to distribute to potential Friends of Rotary.

2. There is a Group Study Exchange visiting from Australia in October 2007.

3. There is an intention to hold a Rotary Fun Day at Detling in June 2008, event to be put to the business meeting.

4. International; Ken Marsden (co-ordinator) to be encouraged to maintain links with Roubaix.

5. Vacant Posts: Foundation, Derek Williams proposed; Master-at Arms, John Deere; Welfare Officer, Mel Ridout.  Helen had agreed to act as Speaker Secretary

6. Friends of Rotary, would be handled by Membership Services.

7. The Assistant District Governor would not be attending until the 11th. July.

8. The President would undergo a sponsored slim to support the district’s effort with the ‘Make a Wish’ charity.

3.
Budget –

1. Tony Kemp presented a provisional budget for the CoVoEd some adjustment/prioritising would be necessary.

2. Members suggested the amounts given to Young Achievers or as ‘bursaries should be more meaningful sums.

4.
Treasurer –

1. General Account £2835.00 (inc. £1275 International.)

2. Charity Account £1020.00 (inc. £175 Foundation) this is approximately £3000 less than last year. About £2000 has been passed to Rotary Foundation this year.

3. Cyclo-Sportif there is £490.00 left for distribution and an anticipated £2000.00 to come in respect of Gift Aid from last year. This year there is already £6700 in the account for riders in the 2007 event.

5.
Meetings -

1. A wide-ranging discussion was held on the format and timing of club meetings, the consensus was that no change was necessary.

2. More effort would be made in the way that visitors are introduced in future, 

3. It was agreed that more information should be provided to the club on future speakers and if possible to arrange suitable speakers on ‘partners evenings’.

4. There was consensus that Fun/social nights should be re-introduced.

6.
AOB –

1. New members, various possible new members were discussed.

2. A letter of resignation had been received from Geoff Brown.  The President will respond.

3. A check needed to be made whether Cheshire Homes still wanted gardening equipment following the recent theft.

Programme

July 2007

04.07.07


[Club Assembly]/Business Meeting

11.07.07


Zena Belton--Valence School

18.07.07


Amherst Evening---Topic TBA

25.07.07


Derrick Fulford--The Day in the Life of a JP

August 2007

01.08.07


Business Meeting

08.08.07


Jeremy Voizey--Mercy Ships (will need laptop and projector)

15.08.07


Bat and Trap with Chiselhurst




District Governor Visit
22.08.07


SPEAKER NEEDED
29.08.07 


Say Cheese of Sussex--Cheese Tasting

September 2007

05.09.07


Business 

012.08.07

            SPEAKER NEEDED
19.08.07


Amherst Evening—Topic TBA
22.09.07- 23.09.07
Roubaix visit

26.08.07


Dennis spiller--District Governor

 

Sevenoaks Amherst Helping Others

 

On an extremely wet Saturday afternoon eleven representatives of Sevenoaks Amherst turned out to help at the Dorton House "Family Garden Party". Fortunately most of the stalls that we were manning had been relocated indoors but Edward and Janet did a stirling job of running an "underwater coconut shy ". Even though attendance was well down on previous years, due to the appalling weather, we did manage to raise £292.20 which is a significant amount considering the total raised by the event in support of the Royal London Society for the Blind was £2335.

 

Many thanks to Elaine,Malcolm,Elaine(Elvines),Edward,Janet,Roy,Ray,Jane,Jan and Mel.

 

It was worth going to the event if only to see Mel’s attempts at blowing up the inflatable Dora. He eventually amputated her left leg and then did unimaginable things with a helium cylinder!

 

Bill.     

Big News from a Small School   
….
On the school allotments this summer Infants and Eco Club (ie ecological) have grown vegetables, made stepping-stone mosaics and model mini-beasts, as part of a DfES project called “Learning through Landscapes” , centred on the outdoor classroom.   

With thirty other countrywide schools, St John’s was selected to contribute their project to a display at the RHS Hampton Court Show.  And the winners were …

St John’s School, gaining the RHS Tudor Rose !

Dishes of potato salad, made from our allotment produce, were handed out, and demand exceeded supply.

This all took place at a very muddy Hampton Court, with muddy children returning home in some style, as the organisers had provided a brand new Land Rover Discovery nicely tricked out in cream leather upholstery …..

KEM

9.7.07

New Banners

 The Club now has new banners available for all members to use at every opportunity.
 

The list is as follows----TWO roll-up laminated vinyl banners (vertical format and suitable for indoor use or outdoor on a still day)
 

                                 TWO sail banners(vertical format and suitable for indoor or outdoor use as the bases can be weighted down)
 

                                 ONE 6'X2' laminated vinyl banner (horizontal format with eye-holes ( for tying)
 

                                 ONE 8'X2.5' laminated vinyl banner(horizontal format with eye-holes ( for tying)
 
All banners are in the new Rotary format being coloured blue and yellow and carry the Rotary Wheel the Club name and website 
 

These items have been purchased for use at the start of the Cyclo Sportive but should anyone want to use them at another event then please contact me. 
 

  Bill
 
PS  (but not PC)   
A Scouser walks into the job centre, marches straight up to the
counter and says, "Hi... You know, I just HATE drawing dole. I'd really rather have a job." 

The social worker behind the counter says, "Your timing is excellent.
We just got a job opening from a very wealthy old man who wants a
chauffeur and bodyguard for his beautiful nymphomaniac daughter.
You'll have to drive around in his Mercedes, but he'll supply 
all of your clothes. Because of the long hours, meals will be 
provided. You'll be expected to escort her on her overseas holiday 
trips. You will have to satisfy her sexual urges. You'll be provided a 
two-bedroom apartment above the garage. The starting salary is 
£200,000 a year." 

The guy, wide-eyed, says, "You're bullsh*ttin' me!" 

The social worker says “Well, you started it.”   
Bill               
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