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The President   

It is getting towards the end of the Rotary year and normally the President should be ‘winding down’ and preparing to pass the chain of office onto the next President.  Not so this year.  If anything life is getting even more hectic but still enjoyable.  Whether I say the same thing in a year’s time I’m not sure?  I certainly hope I will then be officially passing the ‘gong’ onto Bill.  Anyway, it will make handover this year a very speedy exercise!

Another busy month has passed by with District Assembly in Maidstone, which was very well attended; so much so that they ran out of seats!  Bill, Tony and I represented the Club.  The usual discussions took place, but no great decisions were made.  It is interesting to note, however, that some Clubs have increased their numbers significantly over the past year.  Our numbers remain steady, and so we must look again at Membership in the next year and make a real effort to encourage new people in.  I would like to see three or four new Members in the next year.

We have welcomed some visitors to the Club in the last few weeks including Marcel and Karin, who have just moved into Sevenoaks from Holland.  Marcel was a Rotarian back in Holland; hopefully we will see a lot more of them.

The BIG event during the month was the visit by our French ‘twin’, Roubaix Est.  In the end 38 people from their Club visited us with some staying at the Travel Inn at Wrotham Heath, others stayed with our Members.

Ken Marsden arranged an excellent itinerary including lunch at the Yacht Club in Limehouse basin on Saturday.  There was a Barbeque on the Saturday evening and a very interesting guided tour of Faversham on the Sunday, followed by lunch in a local pub.  Everyone had a really good time.

During the weekend we had several discussions with their ‘International team’ about future twinning and they are very keen for the relationship to continue.  What they would like as well though, is to form closer family ties so that other exchanges can take place.  We need to discuss this in our Club and see how this could be achieved.

Colin
02.06.08


Board Meeting

Notes from the Meeting of the joint board for 2007/8 and 2008/9

Monday 2nd June 2008

President

· Donation – Alex Watson; agreed to ask the club at the business meeting for their proposals/suggestions.
· Club 30th Birthday, President Colin proposed a club historical evening for partners and guests with an upgraded meal.

· Bowls evening on Thursday 30th October, no meeting on the Wednesday.

· Hospice visit; date to be confirmed.

· Ex Gratia payment to the band for the International weekend agreed..

· The President had sent a bouquet to Janette Oakley for her hospitality at the International weekend.

· Second Vice; nomination to be delayed. To maintain a quorum it was proposed and agreed that Philip (minute secretary) be co-opted onto the board until such time as the election is held for second vice.

· Club Directory; update for 2008/9 from Simon.

· Rotary Dictionaries, a label is required for the title pages before distribution to suitable recipients.

· Golf Day, New organising committee to consist of Simon, John and Philip; Gordon will assist on the day and liaise with Wilderness Club. The date is booked for Friday 8th May.
Treasurer.

· Monthly report; The International week end was overspent by approximately £300, less than the original estimate.
· Balances: General, £4044 (Before International Weekend expenditure), Charity, £3827, Cancer Care, £4831.

· Cyclo-Sportiv; 2006 is now closed, 2007, £478 awaiting gift aid, 2008 now building for this years event.

· Authorised payment for £250 in respect of funding Emily Rudd’s sponsored trip to Uganda.

· Authorised £490 in respect of a shelter box.

· Authorised £145 in respect of turf for St Johns School.

· The year has
 finished financially for the club about where it started.
Fund Raising.

· Tesco collection – Children in Need

· Quiz of Quizzes, going ahead Thursday, 10th July.

International.


· Ken did a marvellous job for the International Weekend, the Roubaix Club were very complimentary. The cost to the club was approximately £2100. President Colin funded coffee and drinks at the hotel on Saturday morning.

· Roubaix visit 31St May & future twinning, we will hold a discussion at a future Amherst evening.

· NTI SISA, a Belgian society providing Education and support for infants, children and adults in Ecuador, we will progress to further a joint effort with Roubaix and to seek Rotary Foundation support.

· Clarification is sort from Derek on the South African project.

· Derek will take over International for the 2008/9 year.

· Roubaix wish to retain the link with us but seek suitably aged Rotary relationships for their children, we will seek to provide a link with a suitable club.

Membership.
· Social event 2009 – Eden Project/ Geology weekend, deferred until spring.

· The Internet/ Website is possibly the most productive source of new members.

· Every club is being asked to complete a risk assessment in respect of their association with the Detling Fun Day.

· All events must have a risk assessment and the insurer should be informed of the event.

 relationships for their children, we will seek to provide a link with a suitable club.

Date of Next Meeting. 

Wednesday 2nd July at 7.00 pm at St. Julian’s.

Programme      

04.06.08


Business Meeting

11.06.08


Siobhan Crowther – Lynn’s  Bowel Cancer Campaign

15.06.08


1120 Funday at Detling

15.06.08 – 28.06.08
RI Convention Los Angeles
18.06.08


AMHERST EVENING 

21.06.08


Rotary BBQ at Colin & Elaine’s home




3 Arts Festival - Sevenoaks



25.06.08


President’s valedictory & handover

28.06.08


Dorton House Summer Fair

July 2008

01.07.08


District Handover, Eastbourne



02.07.08 Club Assembly (to be confirmed with DG)
09.07.08 AMHERST EVENING

10.07.08


Quiz of Quizzes

16.07.08


Sue Brimlow – Climate Change
23.07.08
Club Speaker – Eric Matkins

30.07.08
PARTNERS EVENING – SPEAKER TBA

August  2008

04.08.08 Board Meeting

06.08.08


Business Meeting

13.08.08
AMHERST EVENING
20.08.08
Speaker tba

27.08.08
Club Speaker – Edward Oatley

S

E-mail from Oz      

 Bizarre coincidence down under
Maree's stepmother lives in a small dusty town on the edge of a 
desert. It is a boring 5 hour drive from Melbourne but well worth the 
trip.
Louise, Maree's stepmother, is 80 and suffering from Altzhiemers. None-
the-less, she has a suitor. The neighbour appears on the front porch, 
smokes steadily and is generally regarded as a dirty, disreputable, 
widow-chasing ogre   
His name, Gordon Johnston of course!    .

Best wishes

Grant
PS  
Here are some more ecclesiastical bloopers from Simon

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a
     nursery downstairs.
    --------------------------
    Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all
    the help they can get.
    --------------------------
    Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the
     church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.
    --------------------------
    A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.
     Music will follow.
    --------------------------
    At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is
     Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice.
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