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The  President    

I said last month that there seemed to be a lot going on.  I think this comment was spot on!  My feet certainly haven’t touched the ground in the last few weeks!

Since the last ‘On Line’ we have heard from Bill about next year’s Cyclo Sportif.  It sounds like this is becoming a very slick and professional event.  Hopefully it will result in the best event to date; this should mean the best fund raiser in the Club’s history!  We also had a visit and talk from Norman Jones about last year’s Presidential Challenge – wheelchairs.  Thank you Norman for a very interesting talk – a very worthwhile venture.

Following this we had the ‘Roy Thomas Call My Bluff’ evening.  A lot of people ‘knock’ this, but it turned out to be a very entertaining night – thank you Roy.

In between this, a ‘load’ of us attended the 75th Anniversary Dinner of Sevenoaks Rotary Club at the Grasshopper in Westerham.  Thank you President Maurice and John Carrie who organized the evening.

We must all also thank Maureen and Bill for a very well thought out social calendar over the past few months.  They have put a lot of effort in and I think the effort has proved very worthwhile. Another example of this was the ‘Wine tasting’ event held at Sevenoaks Prep School on 24th February.  This was a true example of what a social event should be!
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Members Enjoying Themselves Italian Style
       
Our Resident Wine Expert ????

Another event that people probably do not know about is AWOG (Amsterdam With Our Governor).  Apparently for the last five or six years it has been the custom for the District Governor to organize a trip for the Presidents of District 1120.  Rtn Noel Tatt arranged this year’s trip to Amsterdam on 29th February through to 2nd March.  A ‘load’ of Rotarians – 102 in number – boarded two coaches at Folkestone and spent three days exploring the dark depths of Amsterdam.  The highlight was probably the candle lit canal cruise including a guided tour of the red light district.  You will be pleased to know that your President performed his requested duties and ‘brought up the rear’, have a word with me for details!!!!!

The Board meeting on 5th March was not quite as efficient as last months but we just about managed to clear all items in an hour.  Reports on the items discussed are given elsewhere in the Newsletter.

Again please don’t forget we have a few events coming up, Jazz Evening, Golf Day, Young Achievers Awards on 11th March, Murder Mystery, Summer Barbecue and possibly some Open Air Concerts.  

Just to concentrate on one item – the Jazz Evening; please support this and do your best to sell tickets.  Posters are going up all around the town advertising this and it is a good opportunity to raise some funds as well as have a good evening out!

Colin
Board  Meeting

To Follow
Programme    

To follow
          Rare and Organic wine Tasting--24th February

 

Thirty four(a load?) of us met on a beautiful Sunday morning for a Rare and Organic wine tasting session. The venue was an extremely fine panelled dining room at Sevenoaks Preparatory School. Five courses, some with two dishes and five wines were served by James and Cinzia plus their friends. Cinzia described, with passion, what we were eating and James explained how each wine complemented the food. The quality of the food was excellent having been freshly prepared by Cinzia. The wine had been chosen extremely carefully so that the flavour brought out the taste of each dish. 

Food, wine, 34 very sociable people---success was assured. But many thanks to everyone who worked to make this event so pleasurable and a very big thankyou to Edward for arranging the venue and use of the kitchen facilities. 

Bill  
Collective Nouns
You may recall that Ron Pike picked me up a few weeks ago about my use of the word ‘load’ when describing a ‘group’ of Rotarians.  He threw down a challenge and I promised a bottle of ‘good’ wine as a prize for the best suggestion.

I think elsewhere in ‘On Line’ Ron is producing the list of suggestions.

I must admit I still don’t think we have the definitive answer.  I cheated and tried to research it on the internet and as far as I could tell there is not a certain answer – the best there seemed to be a ‘Wisdom’ of Rotarians.
Some of the answers we received were quite strange and I would like to see people’s reasoning behind the suggestions promoted.

However, as I am putting up the prize, I have the final and only vote, I think the best we have is a ‘Hub’ of Rotarians.
Having said that I would be willing to put up another bottle for a really stonking suggestion – Ron, please don’t pick me up on the use of the word stonking!

By the way I have no idea who suggested Hub.

Colin

Altogether there were about 30 suggestions ranging from  “ A round – mine’s a pint “ to”Annuli, plural of annulis,  latin for a little ring” About a dozen members entered, some making a number of suggestions. The winning entry came from Douglas MacIldowie.

The full list is:- A Fellowship; Glug; Rotundity; Hub; Tummy; Roundal; Globe; Round; Roundal; A Flat Spin;  Annuli; Clamour; Confusion; Contemplation; Assembly; Primate;

Skein; Conspiracy.

Douglas’s explanation for a hub –“  A well oiled group moving slowly at the centre of things but sending out spokes to support those moving more rapidly at the rim of society.”  
Ron     

Used postage stamps.

Dont forget your stamps please, at present there are only four members bringing them to me.

Remember the stamps help to raise funds for a District preferred charity - Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.

 

Don 

Meal Booking - Proposals

I put a proposal to the Board on Wednesday regarding meal arrangements and I think we ought to seriously consider these ideas.  Various comments have been made about us not moving with the times and although last year we adopted a straight forward arrangement for booking meals it involved payments being made by cheque each week.

The majority of Supermarkets and petrol stations have stopped accepting payments by cheque.  I think we should follow and move forward with a more efficient approach.  The following is the proposal I put to the Board.

‘I would like to consider meal payments for next year.  The general system seems to be working fairly well but using cheques seems to be a backward step and will become very difficult in the future.  I propose that people are asked to pay by standing order from July this year.  Assuming meals stay at £9 a week we could ask all members to pay £30 a month; this would cover 40 meetings a year - probably about right for a lot of Members.

Members must still book in or out as present.  If they send apologies then they get a credit.  If they don’t turn up without apologies then they run the risk of losing £9.  Every 6 months they would get a statement letting them know how they are doing.  Credits could be paid out or put to Ladies night/Subs?

What do people think?  It is a system used else where.  Guests/Partners could pay by cheque or cash.’

This was considered by the Board and subject to a few minor modifications was approved and put to the ‘Business meeting’.  Again there was general approval.  Gordon (Treasurer) would like to look at the figures involved and suggests that this is combined with the Subscription and spread over a 12 month period by ‘standing order’.

This will actually ease the burden on the Treasurer and the general Membership; there is always someone who forgets their cheque book!  

Gordon will advise further at the AGM but this seems the route to go down.

Colin

PS
THE SHARING OF MARRIAGE…
The old man placed an order for one hamburger, French fries and a drink.
He unwrapped the plain hamburger and carefully cut it in half, placing one half in front of his wife. He then carefully counted out thr French fries dividing them into two piles and neatly placed one pile in front of his wife.

He took a sip of the drink and then set the cup down between them. As he began to eat his few bites of hamburger the people round him were looking over and whispering     Obviously they were thinking, “That poor old couple – all they can afford is one meal for the two of them.”     
As the man began to eat his fries a young man came to the table and politely offered to buy another meal for the old couple.  The old man said, they were just fine – they were used to sharing everythingPeople closer to the table noticed the little old lady hadn’t eaten a bite.  She sat there watching her husband eat and occasionally taking turns sipping the drink.  Again the young man came over and begged them to let him buy another meal for them.   This time the old woman said “No, thank you, we are used to sharing everything.”

Finally, as the old man finished and was wiping his face neatly with the napkin, the young man again came over to the little old lady who had yet to eat a single bite of food and asked “What is it you are waiting for ?”
She replied     “THE TEETH”.
FIN
……..   
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