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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst
Vol.2  May 2008      
The President    
The sun has finally appeared and April showers have hopefully disappeared, although now we will probably have to be careful about water shortages!

Again the past month has been very busy with the Golf Day, Ladies Night, AGM etc.  Yet again the support in the Club has been great and I would like to thank all those responsible for making all the events run smoothly.
The Ladies night went really well and Elaine and I enjoyed ourselves immensely.  It was a great pleasure for me to award two Paul Harris Fellowships; one to Bill Brickell and the other (a second) to Tony Kemp.  When the envelope with the Awards in arrived from RIBI there was the usual pack for Bill.  There was a badge, a medal, a nice certificate and a letter.  All Tony got was a badge!  I must admit I was a little disappointed when I saw that all Tony got was a badge, however, it does come with an inset sapphire, the first in the Club, I believe.  Well done to both of you.

Some changes to the Club were discussed at the AGM including the meal arrangements and I have written elsewhere about these.  We also discussed subscription payments etc in the future and trying to keep up to date with things.  I think it will be a good move to pay for everything by Standing Order and this will make life easier all the way round, especially for Gordon.
I was, however, a little disappointed in peoples comment’s at the AGM that the meeting went on too long!  We had a lot to get through and yes it did go on beyond the ‘magic’ hour of ten o’clock.  I think it was important to get through all the points at a formal meeting like that; after all it is OUR Club.  Generally the meetings have been getting quicker and I think everyone realises that it is the Board’s intention to get the meetings down to 90 minutes.

We are now planning for the forthcoming year and the next Board meeting on 2nd June will be a joint meeting (new and old).  Hopefully this should be the easiest of transitions as most people are the same!  Please don’t forget, though, we do need your ideas and comments from the Members are always welcome.

Colin
Meals at St Julians
Most of you will now know that the cost of meals at St Julians has risen.  This is the first increase for five years and therefore well overdue.  Bill and myself have been discussing the charges and formats with St Julians over the past few weeks and as well as the changes in price there will be some changes in format as well.

As from 1st May 2008 a Member of Sevenoaks Amherst RC will pay £11 for a two course meal and coffee.  At the present time the payment will be by cheque in the box on the end table.  As from July 2008 all Club subscriptions and meals will be paid by standing order.  (Gordon will be issuing details.)  Guests and visitors will be charged the full amount of £12.50.  (Members pay some of the meal charges and membership fees within their subscription.)
We will also try to speed the meal service up a bit and Anita will place the ‘puds’ on the table at the end as soon as the main meal is served.  These can then be on a self service basis.  She will also place coffee on the table in Thermos flasks.  This happened last week and seemed to go very well.  We will give this a trial for a few weeks and then review it.  Please pass on any comments as the whole idea is to speed up the meeting.

St Julians are very appreciative of our custom and are more than happy to vary the meals etc to include buffets, barbeques, cold starters in the summer instead of desserts, etc or even speciality/theme menus.  Please pass any ideas or requests onto Bill or myself.
We have also spoken about varying the meal times and again comments would be appreciated.

Colin

Subscription & Payments for 2008/2009
At the AGM it was agreed that the Subscription for 2008/2009 would be £180. This is made up of:



 £


RIBI & District Subs.

55


Meals



70


General


35

International


20

Standing Orders.
It had been agreed, at an earlier meeting, that a system of paying for meals by Standing Order should be adopted. At the AGM it was further agreed that it would be sensible to have a single Standing Order for the Meals & the Subscription; about half the membership already have a standing order for their subscription. This would be for £48 per month; this is made up of £15 for the Subscription and £33 for the meals. For those who also wish to pay for the Ladies Night by standing order the payment would be £54.65.

The meals amount is based on the average attendance by members of 3 per month. Attendances would be recorded and then reviewed at 6 months and the end of the year. The attendances of members’ partners would also be recorded. No payment would be required on the evening of their attendance but the cost, of £12.50, would be added to the member’s account. (Other visitors would pay this amount in cash.) As appropriate members would then be asked for a balancing payment or be entitled to a rebate. 

It was also noted that it would be better to have the Standing Order submitted on the basis of a payment on the 1st, or near the beginning, of the month indefinitely. This would avoid the members having to submit a standing order for each new Rotary year; the member would only have to notify their bank of any change in the amount. The amounts shown are, therefore, on the basis of 12 rather than 10 payments each year. The standing order should be set up for the first payment at the beginning of JULY and not AUGUST as in previous years; this is required so that there are sufficient funds to pay St Julians each week.  

Standing Order forms are included in this edition of the Newsletter.

Gordon

Board Meeting   

1. Matters arising. 

a. Generator for the school in Gambia, details have now been received from Father Adu, it was suggested that we try to sort funding from District.

b. A membership evening is to be arranged by Eric.

c. Following the donation to assist with the trip to France a speaker has been requested from Kemsing School.


2. Trustees. Trustees for 2008/09 are Ron Adams, Simon Welham, John Harland, Don Ingram.

3. President.

a. Club AGM 7th May, Committee Chairmen to report.

Club Assembly 2nd July, Assistant District Governor will attend.

b. Paul Harris Fellowships, request for assistance with administration funding has been received from Foundation, agreed no action but the request would be borne in mind.

c. Saturday 17th May is District Assembly.

4. Treasurer.

a. The treasurers report was considered, 

b. Balances, General, £6368, International, £1766, Charity, allowing for payments in transit, Approximately £2000 available. Cyclo-Sportiv, £4026. (The 2006 account is near to closure).

c. Budget, The detail of the budget was reviewed, Gordon would re-issue, agreed that the Subscription for 2008/2009 would be recommended to the club AGM at £180.

d. Meals, Meal cost would increase from £9 to £11, guests and visitors would be £12.50. St. Julian’s would invoice the club £12.60 for all members and visitors.

e. The monthly standing order for meals and subscription combined would be recommended to the club AGM.

5. Membership.

a. Bowls evening, 30th October (no meeting 29th)

b. Social Event 2008/9 Eden Project, Geology Weekend.

c. Hospice in the Weald Open night Wednesday 17th September.

d. Club 30th Birthday Wednesday 10th September (anniversary is 13th ).

6. Community, Vocational and Education.

a. Interviews at Bradbourne School will go ahead.

b. John Deere will co-ordinate with Dorton House for their summer fete.

7. Fundraising.

a. Golf Day, very successful numbers up to 55 from 40 last year, £2000 raised for Age Concern.

b. Tesco Children in need collection we will try with Tesco.

8. International.

a. We are expected to receive 55 visitors from the Roubaix Club, the International fund is expected to be overspent by circa £600, cash flow in the General Account will be able to sustain this level of expenditure.

9. Cyclo-Sportiv. 

a. The problems with Pay Pal have been resolved by the introduction of a ‘sweep’ account with HSBC. Gordon would liaise and clarify with Ron Adams.

10. Date of next meeting.
Programme
May 2008

14.05.08
PARTNERS EVENING - Captain Anna Kirkin, Second in Command, 70 Gurkha Field Support Squadron  - 36 Engineer Regiment Welfare Fund  
17.05.08
District Assembly
14.05.08
PARTNERS EVENING - Captain Anna Kirkin, Second in Command, 70 Gurkha Field Support Squadron  - 36 Engineer Regiment Welfare Fund  
17.05.08
District Assembly
21.05.08


AMHERST EVENING 

28.05.08


Club Speaker – Gordon Johnston

31.05.08 – 01.06.08
Visit by Roubaix

June 2008

02.06.08


Board Meeting

04.06.08


Business Meeting

11.06.08


Siobhan Crowther – Lynn’s  Bowel Cancer Campaign
15.06.08


1120 Funday at Detling

15.06.08 – 28.06.08
RI Convention Los Angeles
18.06.08


AMHERST EVENING 

21.06.08


Rotary BBQ at Colin & Elaine’s home




3 Arts Festival - Sevenoaks



25.06.08


President’s valedictory & handover

28.06.08


Dorton House Summer Fair

July 2008

01.07.08


District Handover, Eastbourne



02.07.08 Club Assembly (to be confirmed with DG)
09.07.08 AMHERST EVENING

10.07.08


Quiz of Quizzes

16.07.08


Sue Brimlow – Climate Change
23.07.08
Club Speaker – Eric Matkins

30.07.08
PARTNERS EVENING – SPEAKER TBA

Paul Harris Fellowships  


To receive a Paul Harris Fellowship in the first place was an honour  
in itself.........but to receive a second left me unusually  
dumbfounded and not able to immediately express my deep appreciation.
To make amends for this lapse in courtesy I now wish to record  
formally my heartfelt gratitude - not just for myself but from  
Elizabeth also who shares in the pleasure the award gives - and in  
saying "Thank You" to assure everyone in Sevenoaks Amherst that I will  
tirelessly and to the best of my ability continue to help further the  
Club's aims and achievements.
Tony
                  --------------------------------------------------------
To receive recognition from ones' colleagues always makes an award especially well received. 
To be named a "Paul Harris Fellow" has rendered me both thrilled and extremely grateful to all 
of my fellow Sevenoaks Amherst  Rotarians for providing me with an environment where I can
carry out my Rotary duties to everyone’s satisfaction.
 

             Thank you
 Bill          
Thanks from Roy  

A big thank-you to all those who helped with  the concert at Bradbourne School on Sunday 30th March whether with practical help or just by buying a seat. When one considers that just two and  a half weeks before the event I had only sold 15 tickets, you will realise how worrying these events can be.  
Why did things change in these last two weeks? I wish I knew. The road signs must have had some effect; many thanks to all who helped with them.    Perhaps the article in the Chronicle although at £137 it did cost us; or the free listing under events in the Around Sevenoaks magazine.
Word of mouth I’m sure also helped.  The fact is we had nearly 150 in the audience despite that inviting youngsters with an interest in music to attend at half price, and care-home residents for free, brought in not a single person. The event did increase our charity fund by about £760 plus which I like to think that , at a time when we have no theatre in the town, it did something to fill this gap whilst giving a plug to our club.
Should anyone ask if I would want to do some other such event the answer would involve something to do with wild horses. Knowing what I do now if anyone should in a rush of blood to the head do something similar I would very much pledge my wholehearted support to help them.
Again my sincere thanks.

Maureen says “Thanks”

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Tombola by donating a varying display of gifts for the Presidents Ladies Night Dinner Dance.  It was a really impressive display and I am sure helped to sell the tickets to raise a large amount of money for the Charity chosen.  We made £490 and a big thankyou to everyone involved.  We only had two gifts left which we have shelved for the Christmas Party.  Sadly no chocolates were left which would have meant we could have had to consume  them due to sell by dates!! 

Maureen.

Have Your Say
 

I was very saddened after the combined AGM and Business meeting last night.  There seems to be situation  creeping into club meetings in that when any member put an adverse point of view to what has been said it is being taken as a personal criticism, which is totally wrong.  If it continues members will be reticent in future of stating their point of view in case of upsetting someone.  I think that twice last night President Colin mentioned that we are a democracy and therefore everyone should be entitled to give their point of view without it being taken as a personal slant.  Come on everyone, lets stop this please before it gets out of hand.

 

Maureen.

CHARITY GOLF DAY – FRIDAY, 25 APRIL 2008

We were very lucky to have fine weather for our Day on Friday and not the rain of Thursday!  

We attracted 55 players, many of them were our loyal supporters but there were also a few new teams. We raised just over £2,000, and presented a cheque to Age Concern for £2,000. This will be used to support their computer learning centre. It was launched in November 2007 and has over 75 members and 750 hours of tutoring have been provided.

I had been a little concerned that the greens, had not had time to recover from the recent maintenance programme. However, to judge from the greater number of good scores the players enjoyed their golf.  The change to the prize giving at lunchtime was welcomed. This did highlight the excellent lunch as many did not feel the need to have tea!

I hope that all who were able to help on the Day enjoyed their time in the open air at Wildernesse. Many thanks for all your support.

Gordon & Simon  
Sevenoaks Amherst Inner Wheel    

 

For our April meeting the Club met at Carolyn and Gordon Johnson’s home for a very nice meal which was followed by an interesting talk and photographs of their visit to the Galapagos Islands.

 

Then on the 24th April our team of Jeanne Stevens, Gladys Adams and Carolyn Johnson with Ron Adams acting as a scorer, took part in the District Quiz.  After an evening of fun they acquitted themselves very well finishing in the top seven (we think).  Olive Dickens provided her usual excellent buffet and this put the cream on a well supported evening which was won by Cranbrook & Hawkhurst with Sevenoaks Inner Wheel as runners-up.  In fact only 6 points separated Sevenoaks Amherst I.W. and Sevenoaks I.W.

Inner Wheel Association President  – Charity project “RNIB - Talking Books for the Blind”

The idea was for Inner Wheel clubs to publicise this project by asking a local primary school to make bookmarks during book week, contact a local library and display details of Inner Wheel, the Charity and a collection of bookmarks.  Elaine Hook liaised with the Literacy co-coordinator in More Park Catholic primary school, where she works, and children produced a fine collection of about 85 bookmarks.  Larkfield library allowed us an area to display some of the bookmarks, details of Inner Wheel and about the charity.   A few of the bookmarks and a copy of the photograph were taken to the District conference by President Jean Wilson and Secretary Pat Carrie.  The District President was very pleased with our efforts.  A donation to the school for their efforts was sent by the Club and the children are setting about choosing new books for the school library.

The idea was to make people aware of the projects Inner Wheel take on as their charities, to help the children realise how lucky they were to be able to see, source and use beautiful books.  

Letter From Lesotho
(This is an extract from a much longer letter)
Well I think it’s that time again when you are all starting to wonder what Tamara is getting up to in a little unknown country called Lesotho…Well for a start I escaped to South Africa for a bit. My parents came to visit and tour the garden route so on Easter Sunday I was dropped at the boarder and made my way through to a see of minibuses and eventually found the one to Bloemfontein. On the journey I made friends with a drunk man called Ike, who liked to talk, but was not very easy to understand, a combination of lack of English and alcohol. I got an overnight coach from Bloemfontein to Cape Town to arrive at 10 the next morning and three hours later successfully met my parents outside the designated restaurant! We had a lovely few days in Cape Town, touring Robben Island, Cape Point and Table Mountain and then headed off through the Little Karoo desert to the ostrich capital of the world, and unbeknown to us, the biggest Afrikaans 

I had an exciting morning just before I went away with three of the older boys. One guy, Liau needed a pass port and so I said I would give him the money and help him sort it all out. Two other boys, Mbulelo and Thabo decided they would come along for the ride. First stop the police station where I had been told you can get the forms. No, please go to the chief. So off to the chief who happens to be Liau’s grandfather. He isn’t there but his wife says we need to go to the passport office first. So off to the passport office which is in the middle of the market area. Mbulelo knew where it was but hadn’t taken into account one way streets, so after being directed the wrong way down several streets we arrived at the passport office. Collected the form and then battled out the market back to the chief’s house. His wife did some of the form but said the boys had to come back on Monday to get a letter from the chief. Eventually back to MIS and gave money to Ericka (another volunteer) or Liau to continue the process after the weekend – time taken: 2.5 hours. 

I also have ringworm.

At the LINK, the food budget has been reduced. Generally this hasn’t been a problem, I’m quite happy to have bean stew and steamed bread. However I found it more difficult to stomach papa and sour milk, which was on the menu last Thursday. Needless to say it was a small meal and I now have an emergency packet of instant noodles in my bag.

We have a school group coming in tomorrow to learn about composting. At the meeting with the teachers I suggested groups of 10 students at a time. They looked at me and told me there were 73 students in their class. I doubled the number of students we would take to 20. So I have spent my morning writing a lesson plan and coming up with compost-orientated games.

We have started a new evening project called PTP (Prostitute Tea Programme). We have a group of girls who stand on the corner near our house and have wanted to do something for them for quite a long time. So on Sunday Nic and I bought some tea, a flask and some sugar, and that night (a wet and windy night) we cruised the streets for prostitutes with Brad. Obviously the girls had decided that custom wouldn’t be great on such a night and after ½ hour hunting with no success we went home. We tried again on Monday night and had more success with seven girls on the corner. The tea went down really well and we were all surprised how friendly and chatty the girls were. We are going to take them shoes this evening and more tea. I’m really excited about the project, we’re going to start with tea, and try to get to know them, and see how it develops. 

day, to the cinema, round the shops and out for dinner. 

Tamara
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	St Julians Club

May 29 - June 26

Six friends who came together while studying ceramics reflect the world around them using clay, paint, mixed media and recycled materials.

Please join us for the private view on 

Sunday 1 June at 4.00 pm when pots will also be available.

The club will make you welcome if you wish to stay for a meal. 

St Julians Club, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0RX 

(Off St Julien Rd nr Sevenoaks) 

Tel: 01732 458 261
	[image: image2.jpg]



Grant Walker 
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Brigitt Head
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Sally Grafton
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Claire Porter
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Hilary Shields
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Maggie Blanche


!

Standing Order Mandate


To









enter name of your bank









your bank




Address








enter address of











your bank

Please pay to 
CAF BANK Ltd, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling ME19 4JQ Sort Code: 40-52-40


For the credit of Amherst Rotary Club Trust Fund – General Account



Account No. 00012058





Quoting reference





your surname
The SUM OF

£48.00 (forty-eight pounds) on the 1st July 2008

and  thereafter   on the 1st day of each month. 

Signed









your usual signature

Account to be debited







enter your account name

Account number







Sort Code

Standing Order Mandate


To









enter name of your bank









your bank




Address








enter address of











your bank

Please pay to 
CAF BANK Ltd, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling ME19 4JQ Sort Code: 40-52-40


For the credit of Amherst Rotary Club Trust Fund – General Account



Account No. 00012058





Quoting reference





your surname
The SUM OF

£54.65 (fifty-four pounds 65p) on the 1st July 2008

and thereafter   on the 1st day of each month. 

Signed









your usual signature

Account to be debited







enter your account name

Account number







Sort Code































  









































  














