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The President

Now on to October.  October is the time for District Conference and we have about twenty Rotarians and partners going off to Eastbourne at the end of the month.  

I must admit I’m quite looking forward to it.  We have all managed to get into the same hotel which is just around the corner from the Conference Centre and I’m sure there will be lots of Fellowship.

Last weekend a crowd of us also went off to Chapel Down vineyard in Tenterden and on a glorious autumn day had a very enjoyable day tasting the best of British wines.  Apparently we have more ‘alcoholic’ trips planned as we are in contact with a couple of breweries.

Last month we sat down and had a critical look at ourselves and I think the outcome was we are good Club with a sound background, but could do better.  If you look at what we have achieved over the years it is very impressive, but it needs to continue.  The main point to come out of the meeting was that we all need to be involved and to encourage participation.  In the longer term we do need to get in some more younger Members as they will hopefully bring more enthusiasm and ideas.  I think we all realise this but we are not doing much about it.  This is something the Board needs to look at.

Hopefully Elaine and I will have a Christmas get together with the Club, probably on 28th December at the Coach House.  We will send out invitations shortly.

At the end of October we also have the end of the sponsored diet for ‘Make a Wish Foundation’.  This is going quite well, but not as well as I hoped.  I must admit I’m very good during the weeks, but things seem to slip of a weekend.  Even so I think we will raise an impressive figure for this very worthwhile charity.  Hopefully we will get a speaker from the charity to come along later in the year to speak to us about the excellent work they do.

Colin

Board Meeting
Main Points from the Board Meeting on Monday 1 October 2007. 
1. Matters arising.

(a)
St Julians Guy Fawkes night. Option of selling luminous items to be checked with St Julians

(b)
Chinese meal 31.10.07. 20 people confirmed but a few more needed.

(c)
Generator for School in Gambia. On-going by Colin. 

2. President.

(a)
The points raised during the discussion at the Club meeting on 26 September were reviewed, in particular the need for a list of all members to ensure involvement in activities. Fellowship could be increased further through safari/ dinner parties. Colin would seek to develop communications through the Newsletter.

(b)
Xmas Party. This will be on Wednesday, 19 December 2007.

(c)
Colin will host a Cheese & Wine party at his house on Friday 28 December 2007.

(d)
Ladies Night will on Saturday, 26 April 2008, at the Wildernesse Club. Other Clubs have shown an interest in joining us, which would also help with the funding.

(f) Albert. It was agreed that, in his case as an Honorary member, he would be a guest of the Club for any meetings he is able to attend. 

3. Membership.
Service projects. Organisations such as the Volunteer Bureau and Age Concern could be contacted if members are interested in service rather than fund raising activities.

4. Fund Raising.
 

Classical Jazz Guitarists. Roy is exploring the possibilities for this event through Applause. 
5. International

A joint raid by the Club together with Eltham Phoenix in November is being planned at which Roubaix has requested a presentation on the Cyclo Sportiv. A visit by Roubaix to us is also being planned for 2008 based on the Eltham Phoenix Club.

6. Communications & P.R.

There was no support for changing the logo on the notepaper to the new Rotary design.
7. Cyclo Sportiv.


Initial distribution. It was agreed that, following an up-date on outstanding expenses, there should be an initial distribution of the funds held in the Cyclo Sportiv account; this would take account of the Blue Sun World funds donated to Hospice and be on the planned 70:20:10 basis to Hospice, MacMillan Nurses and the Club respectively.
2008 event. It was noted that the event has grown significantly in the requirements for its organisation and for the people who have the time, interest and expertise to carry it forward. It was thought that it would be a good idea to have an evening to thank the helpers who made it possible. However, there are issues on how it should be funded; it would clearly be simplest if a sponsor could be found. 
8. A.O.B.

Club Badges. It has been suggested that the Club might like to consider having more formal badges which cost about £7.50. However, it was noted that the Club record on badges was not good. Members should be asked their views on paying for badges.
Programme

October 2007

01.10.07


Board Meeting - St Julians
03.10.07


Business Meeting

06.10.07


Tenterden Vineyard Visit

10.10.07


Derrick Fulford - The Day in the Life of a JP

17.10.07


AMHERST EVENING – Charities (Gordon)
24.10.07

             Speaker needed
31.10.07

             MEETING CANCELLED AT St JULIANS
November 2007

03.11.07


Fireworks @ St Julians (Car Parking duties)
05.11.07


Board Meeting (venue tbc)
07.11.07


Business Meeting

14.11.07
George Banks, Bromley Sunrise - Morocco (laptop, projector & screen  required)
21.11.07


AMHERST EVENING - Dennis Spiller, District Governor (tbc)

28.11.07


Mrs Linda Steward -After the Master Chef Programme

December 2007

05.12.07


Business Meeting

12.12.07
Peter Forrester, Chislehurst Rotary Club - Chislehurst.......no ordinary suburb!

19.12.07


Christmas Party

26.12.07


NO MEETING
Bank Holiday Picnic at Chiddingstone

(Sorry Maureen. Last month this one disappeared into cyber space, but I tracked him down and here it is!  Ron)
Not knowing what the weather would be like for the Sunday, we thought we would use the Club marquee just in case the inclement weather continued.  Bill and Jan arrived on Saturday in blistering heat to help us with the erection and it looked splendid in the garden.  Sunday morning dawned very chilly with a lot of cloud so we did not hold out much hope but soldiered on and put the BBQ’s in place.  At Mid-day members started arriving with their picnic hampers, chairs and tables.  By then the sun had come out and it was very hot.  Janet arrived and said that Edward was cycling and would arrive shortly.  A game of boules was started with great seriousness as Ron confessed that he had won a plastic medal for being on the winning side in his first game so we all expected great things of him! Still no siting of Edward. We had also arranged a quiz on famous places and buildings which was pinned up around the marquee.

Still no Edward so the BBQ’s were lit and everyone sat down to lunch. Still no Edward and I think that Janet was getting a little worried when he suddenly appeared very hot and flushed and when asked why it had taken him so long he said “Oh, I thought I could call in to visit a cycling friend”!  

When the picnic hampers were opened it was fascinating to see the variety of food that everybody had brought and made our steak and lamb chop look positively ordinary.

Teatime arrived and tea was served in the garden with a variety of cake.  The quiz was finished and marked and we had 3 people tied with 19.  A tie-breaker was produced and we still had a tie between Our President Colin & Elaine and Helen & Peter so two prizes were produced.

In a beautiful sunset Bill & Jan, Mel & Pat and ourselves took the marquee down and packed it away and then had a welcome glass of wine remembering the day.

We hope that everybody enjoyed the day as much as we did and thank you to everyone for spending your Bank Holiday Sunday with us at Mellow Oak. 

Maureen and Eric
What You’ve All Been Waiting For!
District Council Meeting.  12th September 2007 

Wheelchair Project Total amount raised for this project so far is £40,700.00 and Dennis Spiller thanked PDG Norman for his President’s Challenge for this very worthy cause.

Treasurer’s Report District Subs were due 1st July. Any club that have not sent, please do so as soon as possible.  The new Treasurer is Ian Pascal.

Secretary’s Report  Nominations for Assistant Governors and District Officers please by 30th September.

District Conference 2007, Eastbourne 977 Rotarians have registered for the conference so far and the seating for the Banquet and Ball is now full.  There is an amendment to the menu as the main course will now be chicken and not lamb as originally stated.

District Governor Dennis Spiller said that the handover was a most enjoyable occasion only marred by the fact that DG Norman and several other Rotarians ‘missed the boat’ by being stuck in traffic. The actual handover took place at another location. 

Fun Day Sunday June 15th 2008.  Steve Elms would be in charge of this event.  Any takings made on the day would now be retained by the individual clubs. Please get Sponsers. Ideas please for the day.

RIBI – Rotary Flood Appeal £270,000 was raised for this appeal with £15,000 from District 1120.

Noel Tatt put a proposal that Rotarians who wish to seek election as DG Elect should make a presentation to District Council meeting preceding date for nominations.

A presentation was given by Kent Police are asking for volunteers to Appropriate Adults to assist the police in interviews with juveniles and vulnerable adults when being questioned at police stations.  Please contact Inspector Joy Deane at Kent Police HQ.
15th October 2007.  Dinner at Brands Hatch Thistle Hotel to meet with Group Study Exchange students.

A Paul Harris award was presented to Ian Pascal, the new Treasurer.

Council of Legislation 

If any President Elect has not attended PETS or had discussions with the DG, the President of the Club will serve two years.

The Attendance Rule is now set at 50%

Next meeting Wednesday 16th January 2008 
NEWS FROM COVOED.........
Lend-a-Hand.    Alan has agreed to try to identify opportunities for us to give practical rather than cheque book help to local organisations.
Achievers Award  has received a n encouraging initial response from some Primary Schools including a nomination of what looks like a very promising recipient.
Another Achievement...... conversations have begun with Bradbourne School about our involvement during the coming yea
Brains in Gear?    Jane East (Walthamstow Hall) has been in touch about this years round of Practice Interviews which will commence on Monday 7th November so...........Book the Dates!
P.R.   Grant's copy - with pictures - to the District Newsletter about Christopher Myers Try Angle Award has been accepted.
Tony.
Letter From Lesotho
“To all the members of Sevenoaks Rotary Club

Thank you very much for your kind donation towards my forthcoming year in Lesotho. I’m packed and ready to go now and am very excited.

I will e-mail you hopefully throughout the year and look forward to speaking to you on my return.

Yours Sincerely

Tamara Cuttill”

Tamara has since e-mailed me with details of her progress in Lesotho and I have circulated this to the club by e-mail. I have responded, wishing her well on behalf of the club.

Jim

Visit to Chapel Down Winery

Trying to find Chapel Down vineyard is rather like visiting St Julians for the first time.

You travel, seemingly for miles, down what you take to be the right road until you think –this cant be right- so you turn back and start again. Having gone from “ Well at least we’ve got bags of time to find the place” to “At this rate we’ll be lucky if we get there in time for lunch “, on the third sortie we arrived just as the tour was about to begin.

Our guide told us that wine has been produced at Tenterden for 22 years and Chapel Down is a winery 

as opposed to just a vineyard, grapes being brought in to supplement the vineyard from Lamberhurst and from the Isle of Wight. Harvesting had been completed so we did not see any grapes on the vines but our knowledgeable guide explained the process to us.  The stainless steel containers in which the wine is stored were most impressive and ,of necessity  since they are in the open , the temperature is cleverly controlled. A cask store with casks costing £500 each gave an insight to the costs involved,-when the casks cannot be used for wine anymore apparently they go to Scotland for the whisky industry- 

Wine tasting followed the tour which was a nice way of  preparing for the excellent meal that followed.

All in all a very pleasant way of spending an hour or two in the company of our good Rotary friends.

Well done Bill.

Ron
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