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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst
April  2007
 THE  PRESIDENT
A quiet month to herald the final stretch of my ‘year’ as thoughts increasingly turn toward the next.

Taking my daughter to see Westlife in Brighton meant that I missed David Townsend’s talk on his second career as a part-time fund raiser; never an easy task (as we know) but particularly so in a year as important as this for Age Concern Sevenoaks.

Surprisingly, five of the Club collected £228 for foundation on a recent Saturday morning. More important, in my mind, was the visibility it gave Rotary; many people stopped to chat, many thought Rotary was a ‘spent force’. Maybe this is reason enough to mount more such Saturday morning tin rattling sessions. What do you   think?

Sandra and I were delighted that so many of you were able to join us for dinner and I thought you might like to see some of the photos.

Harold continues to have been unwell for much of the last month. We wish him well and hope the better weather will help lift his spirits.

Simon

COUNCIL  MEETING                

Abbreviated minutes of April Council Meeting to follow.    

(Simon’s photos follow –didn’t want to lose them.  Ron)    
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PROGRAMME

April 2007
04.04.07


Business Meeting

11.04.07




13.04.07-15.04.07

RIBI Conference, Bournemouth

14.04.07


Ladies Night, Wilderness Golf Club

18.04.07


[Don Ingram—Interclub Quiz]

20.04.07


Golf Day

25.04.07



26.04.07


District Council Meeting, Hadlow Manor, Hadlow

May 2007

02.05.07


Business Meeting

09.05.07


Noel Tatt—Shelter Box

12.05.07


District Assembly, Senacre School, Maidstone

16.05.07


Club AGM

23.05.07


Monty Parkin—The Art Game

30.05.07


PARTNERS EVENING—Dame Elisabeth Hoodless, DBE--CSV

June 2007

06.06.07


Business Meeting

13.06.07


Julian Waite--National Association of Colitis and Chrohn's

17.06.07-26.06.07

RI Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA

20.06.07


Amherst Evening—Topic TBA
27.06.07


President’s Handover

July 2006

05.07.06


Business Meeting

09.07.06


Chevening Parking--Hospice

12.07.06


Speaker—Ann Blight—Starfish Project

13.07.06


Quiz of Quizzes

19.07.06


Speaker—Edward Oatley

26.07.06


Fundraising—Brain-storming session

August 2006

02.08.06


DG will visit us; Council meeting

09.08.06


Speaker—Jane Setterfield—Sevenoaks Library Refurbishment

16.08.06 Speaker—Father Peter Adu from Ghana 

23.08.06
New Time:  7:00pm for 7:30pm  BAT and TRAP with Chiselhurst Rotary Club PARTNERS EVENING

30.08.06


PARTNERS EVENING/ Speaker—Tom Davis (Bursary recipient)

NOTES FROM A VICE- PRESIDENT

Believe it or not I am beginning to get my thoughts together for the forthcoming year.

In connection with this I have been speaking to Elaine Bracken about speakers etc for next year.  I think you will all agree with me that she has done an excellent job over the past year putting the programme together and finding speakers.  She had indicated to me that she did not want to carry on. 

I think we are all aware that it is a difficult job to get speakers, but it could be made a lot easier if we all contributed.  On this basis I have persuaded Elaine to carry on and ‘manage’ the Programme for the next year.  However, it does rely on us helping her out, not just with speaker’s names but also with ideas for evening entertainment.

We have tried to set up Committee Evenings and I think these are essential, but these will only take up a few weeks.  I have a couple of ideas for discussion evenings etc later on in the year but I would like everyone to give this matter some thought.  I will raise this again at a club meeting and ask for one suggestion from each member of the club, so give it some thought please.

On a different subject, I have also been talking to Alan Stevens about the booking of meals.  It seems this is becoming more and more of a problem with several late cancellations and many ‘no shows’!  One week, fairly recently, we were five down on numbers and this caused quite a problem.  

We are all aware there can be a last minute problem, but there can be no excuse for a ‘no show’, a simple telephone call is all that is needed.

This is something we are looking into and may well change the method of booking, cancelling and paying for meals.

FRIENDS OF ROTARY

Following on from our interesting talk a couple of months ago I have put together some notes  regarding ‘Friends of Rotary’ and will be circulating these very shortly.

I think it was generally agreed that this was a very good idea and a good step to getting more members for the club.

Several people have said they know suitable candidates and hopefully in the next few weeks we can invite our first ‘friend’.

Colin

 

NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THIS
    SHELTER BOX  is a registered charity operated by the Rotary Club of Helston .
Total donations from the general public and Rotary worldwide during February 2007 paid for 256 boxes and Shelter Box acknowledge that without the support of Rotary worldwide  Shelter Box would only achieve a fraction of what it does.

 Bolivia where recent floods devastated huge numbers of homes and wiped out          enormous areas of crops have been sent a total, so far, of 600 boxes. Each box contains a ten person tent, mosquito nets and other essential equipment for families who have lost everything.

A total of 350,000 people are thought to have been affected by floods whilst in Santa Cruz province an estimated 900,00 acres of crops have been destroyed.

More than a dozen volunteers –mostly Rotarians-  from the US and Australia have recently arrived in Cornwall to train as Shelter Box Response Team Members.. Shelter Box operations manager George Armstrong explains that “Volunteers going into the field  have to be prepared both physically and mentally for what lies ahead…our teams need to operate with out putting any burden on local resources….We cannot risk sending out someone who is unprepared.

HAVE  YOUR  SAY
From Helen
Subject    What to do when  speaker fails to show up.
How about an informal discussion between ourselves re a current topic in the news. We could have a pre-decided topic of the month   
From Maureen

Subject    Meeting start time.
Since the recent meeting when the time was changed for the meal, I have been thinking about the timing of the meetings.  Personally, it would suit us for the time to be brought forward as 8.00pm is well over our usual dinner time making the start of the meeting also quite late and very often we do not arrive home until 11.00pm. I am sure that this would not please everyone however, I have heard several members making this same point recently. 
From  Tony

Subject  Bobby Chen Concert

My copy for the March On  Line edition was, ,  electronically truncated by the gremlins and the last two sentences of my contribution  were left  out.  These read "Overall it was a good evening and perhaps something we should try to build on. Hopefully we could get more schools involved and to find some young men who can also play!

The presentation about Rotary was excellent and would have been welcomed by those who really knew little about us!"

+
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