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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

May  2007          

THE  PRESIDENT      
Well, the sun certainly shone on a busy April.  Sixty seven of the Club and their guests descended on The Wildernesse Club for the Dinner Dance; Sandra and I together with our guests enjoyed the evening tremendously. From what we could see, so did everyone there. As you will know, I’m sure, it was my great pleasure that evening to award Paul Harris Fellowships to both Derek and Eileen Williams; Eileen’s face was a picture when the words sank in! For those of you not there, I have passed Ron my speech that he might print it in On-line,

April also saw a disappointing attendance at the last of this [Rotary] year’s fundraising activities. Gordon and I will look at the many reasons for this and hope to re-invigorate it for next year. Nevertheless, £1,800 was raised, no mean feat in these times.

With a track record of raising £3,000 to £4,000 the Golf Day, and the Cyclosportive’s £25,000 there is an excuse for complacency. At Council this month we discussed whether or not a deeper relationship with the community was required to provide demand, and a stimulus, for our fund raising efforts. This discussion will continue into the next Rotary year.

I have also been honoured to represent you at the culmination of two CoVoEd initiatives. Last week, Tony Kemp, Ron Adams and I presented young Michael Rumsey with his Young Achievers Award and two days later, with Phillip Spicer and Tony Kemp I donated £210 seed capital to Sevenoaks Prep’s 2007 Social Entrepreneurs Project. Dining with some of the Prep’s parents and staff (with Paul Topping who sends his regards to you all) I know that pupils, staff and parents have all caught the bug and anticipate a record year!

Having not been at Club last week I was not able to tell you that I sent Freda Pike some flowers after her operation on behalf of you all. We wish her a speedy recovery.

Lastly, the President’s Garden Party will take place, in my garden(!), on Sunday June 17th. I will confirm the time shortly. Sorry for the late change of date
Simon
 Extracts from Council Meeting 4th April 2007

· Inner Wheel Club now renamed Sevenoaks Inner Wheel Club

· Club to have a stall at Sevenoaks Town Fair on 16th June

· Dorton House summer party now 30th June

· Agreed to donate Shelter Box to Solomon Island’s disaster

· Street  collection for Foundation raised £228

· Agreed to purchase 25 tabards for Cyclo Sportiv

Extracts from Council Meeting 30th April 2007

· President’s Garden Party now 17th June

· Donations to    £150 to KCC Triangle Award Scheme 

£210 to Social Entrepreneurs at Sevenoaks Prep school

£750 to Crohn’s Disease Association

£1100 to Age Concern (from Golf Day)

£550 to Hospice in the Weald (from Golf Day)

· Roubaix visit now 22nd/23rd September

· Discussions on reasons for fund  raising – should these be need or target driven and also on meal times and format of meetings.  Both topics to be raised with members for their views
PROGRAMME  
July May 2007

02.05.07


Business Meeting

09.05.07


Noel Tatt—Shelter Box

12.05.07


District Assembly, Senacre School, Maidstone

16.05.07


Club AGM

23.05.07


Monty Parkin—The Art Game

30.05.07


PARTNERS EVENING—Dame Elisabeth Hoodless, DBE--CSV

June 2007

06.06.07


Business Meeting

13.06.07


Julian Waite--National Association of Colitis and Chrohn's

17.06.07-26.06.07

RI Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA

20.06.07


Amherst Evening—Topic TBA
27.06.07


President’s Handover

  District Council Meeting.  26th April 2007 
12th May District Assembly at Senacre School, Maidstone. District Directory will be finished 14th May.    The Handover on 30th June has only 23 places left so anyone wanting to go should contact the District Secretary as soon as possible.
DG Report  DG Norman  said that as this was his last District Council Meeting as DG he would like to thank everybody for the help and support to him during his year. He reported that a total of £35,500 has been raised for the Wheelchair Project, initiated by his ‘Presidents Challenge’ (remember Simon’s waxing!) and 3 containers of wheelchairs have been distributed. 

Foundation The Tea Caddie Project has raised £12,000 so far with some clubs still to send in their receipts.

District Governor Elect  Dennis Spiller said that he was looking forward to the coming District Conference and this should be very enjoyable this year with the range of speakers that were attending conference. The registration forms will be available from the beginning of May.  Important that clubs register early as once again there is a limit for seating for the Ball. Ann Butt is in charge of Registration.

Stroke Awareness Day together with Prostate Cancer Awareness is 28th April 2007.

R.S.East is a valuable showcase for the District and please send in more articles together with pictures of what individual clubs are doing. There is now a new District Website.  It was intended to have a representation with the RIBI Roadshow at the Kent Show in July. There will be a Fun Day in 2008 for everyone to join in with.  

Family & Friends of Rotary will be covered under the rotary insurance.

Emergency Box Scheme Please keep up the pressure to help to build up stocks for this very worthwhile cause.

International Projects Appeal evening on 17th March at Ashford International Hotel had to be cancelled due to lack of support.

Matching Grants There has been too much bureaucracy when applying for the matching grants scheme for projects.  To make it easier to apply, it has now been lowered from $5000 to $2,500 to hope that more clubs will apply. 
District Extension Officer 2007/2008  Denis Rose was proposed and was duly elected.

District Assistant Secretary 2007/2008  Robert Miller was proposed and duly elected. 

Maureen

St John’s School

Soon after the start of this term the youngest children (Years 1 & 2) visited a sheep farm at Heverham, where they bottle-fed startled lambs, played with the sheepdog, and asked the visiting blacksmith what he was doing on a sheep farm.

Lamb chops etc were not mentioned, and so the children thought it was wonderful.

As you read this the oldest children (Year 6) will be visiting the Isle of Wight, guided and generally supervised by Margaret and Peter Pearson, Eddie (IT tutor), and others.

Margaret tries to run a trip every year, and next year it is hoped to return to France although the costs are a little higher.  Costs are kept low by staying in a hostel run by the Local Authority, and travelling in the school minibus (which is actually owned by the Church but shared by the school). 

The ticket price is met by parents, but any inability to pay this will never prevent a child from taking part.  Perhaps we can look at assisting with this aspect next year ?

The time approaches that caused anxiety for teachers, when every school has the obligatory “SATS” tests, from which statistics are drawn that enable comparison between schools, age groups, boys v girls, etc etc   The results can be a bit of a gamble for a small school where any one year-group may only have eight children – a very low base from which to draw meaningful statistics.

KEM  
CHARITY GOLF DAY – FRIDAY, 20 APRIL 2007

Another pleasant Day which got warmer and sunnier!  

We attracted only 40 players but many of them were our loyal supporters from previous years. The nearest the pin was won by our old colleague Terry Stevens! We did raise £1,837, of which £1,100 will go to Age Concern (Sevenoaks), £550 to Hospice in the Weald and the balance, £187 into our Charity Account.

With fewer numbers we were able to ensure a personal atmosphere which I know the players enjoyed. Despite the curious weather this year, in particularly with little rain, the golf course got high praise. Also one player was heard to remark on the 10th tee in the afternoon that he would have to change his swing to Accommodate the Wildernesse lunch!

I hope that all who were able to help on the Day enjoyed their time in the open air at Wildernesse. Many thanks for all your support.

Gordon & Simon 
HAVE  YOUR  SAY

From   Phil

Subject   Meeting Time  

 

Partner's plea - continue feeding us, it's her night off. No later start please.
 
From  Jim
Subject   Meeting Time

If we are to attract new younger members to the club we have to accept that they are likely to work for a living. Consequently getting to the club any earlier than 8pm could be an issue. Also after a hard day at the office they are likely to want a decent meal rather than a snack

From   Ken
Subject   Meeting  Time

I think that the 8.00pm dinner slot is fine - earlier would be problematical for those of us who are still working.
re  Menu

Apart from the last meal (spag bol) which I'm trying to forget, the standard of meals is, in my view, good.  

However, the much-lamented buffet would be welcome again during the summer.

 

From  Edward

Subject   Meeting Time 

! certainly think a discussion on meetings would be interesting. I have no real axe to grind but just some thoughts. Do we need to have meetings every week. To expect to get interesting and varied speakers for 40 weeks of the year is a tall order. Maureen’s thoughts on times and meal arrangements make for a worthwhile discussion.  In today’s world with all the instant communication aids we have, we can and do keep each other informed of all that is going on. 

  Eileen  Gobsmaked  !!  
GOBSMACKED is not an expression that I am particularly fond of - BUT that is exactly how I felt when Simon announed at the Partner's Evening that not only was Derek to be honoured with a Paul Harris Fellowship - BUT ME TOO!   
 

Obviously when Simon started his speech I and everyone else realised he was referring to Derek and the organisation of the Circuit of Kent.   I was extremely pleased that Derek was to be honoured in this way, as I think he has riased a vast sum of money .   When I think back and how we started this event with fun rides - we have certainly come a long way.   However, when I say "we" I must point out that it is Derek that does most of the work, and really I am just along for the ride.   That said, I was very pleased indeed that Simon felt on this occasion a "Mr and Mrs Paul Harris Fellow" would be a good idea.
 

I would just like to finish by saying that this award for me would not have been possible without the extremely hard work put in by my team of helpers both at the Sign On, and in the kitchen.   Throughtout that week-end everyone works so hard, no-one moans or objects being "bossed" about by me, so this Fellowship is for the Circuit of Kent Head Cook and Bottlewashers.   Thank you everyone and thank you Simon.   
 

FIN
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