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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

February  2007-02-08
THE  PRESIDENT
An amusing and witty talk on how Master Chef changed Linda Stewart’s life was the highlight of the past few weeks. With that exception our meetings seem to have been dominated by Club business.

Having got to grips with the Club’s accounts (thanks Gordon) we will be spending some of it on worthy causes. I am delighted that the Club has agreed to support St John’s  Primary School’s breakfast club. Perhaps it took Jamie Oliver to remind us just how detrimental lack of food can be to a child’s behaviour, and consequently their concentration in class. £300 per term, I think, represents exceptional value for money; assuming the school can make it work this time.

Of course, to spend money we need to raise it and Friday [Feb 9th] saw the Club showcase itself in a new venture, producing a classical music concert at the Ship Theatre. Thanks are due to all those who helped, as well as those whose contribution was in buying tickets. The evening will have raised approximately £500; money that will go wholly to our charity account. The combination of young local talent and a professional musician produced many plaudits from the students who took part, their parents, other musicians and accompanists present and Bobby Chen. Indeed, Bobby took time after the concert to meet the students, answer their questions and offer them advice. I am aware that the evening attracted mixed views amongst members present, so perhaps the final say on whether the evening was a success should come not from me, but from you. Why not air your views in On-Line?

Despite the cold snap the roses in my garden are shooting, the daffodils look as though they could bloom at any time and the trees are in bud. Can this really be early February?

Simon

COUNCIL  MEETING
Extracts from Council Meeting 5th February 2007

· Roubaix Club to visit 28/29th April 2007.

· Audio & Projection equipment ordered for SEP & Hope HIV Project

· Format of Presidents Partners Night discussed and agreed to follow existing format with addition of live band but fewer fripperies

· Agreed to adopt Friends of Rotary scheme – membership committee to implement. Insurance aspect to be checked out

· Proposed and agreed following donations

· £100 to Michael Rumsey under Young Achiever Scheme

· £200 bursary to Vikki Bates towards Guiding trip to Peru

· £250 to Sevenoaks Young Musicians

· Discussion concerning St John’s School and Breakfast Club at a likely cost of £1000 per annum. Ken M to ask Headmistress to outline scheme in writing & will also see if Social Services will contribute

· £84 spent on advertising boards charged to General Account

· License obtained for street collection for Foundation on 31st March

PROGRAMME

March 2007
07.03.07


Business Meeting

14.03.07
8:45pm Start:  Community Sentence Talk—Alan Dowie, Kent Probation

19.03.07-21.03.07

Visit of President to District 1120

21.03.07


[Don Ingram—Club Quiz]

28.03.07


David Townsend--

April 2007

04.04.07


Business Meeting




13.04.07-15.04.07

RIBI Conference, Bournemouth

14.04.07


Ladies Night, Wilderness Golf Club

18.04.07


[Don Ingram—Interclub Quiz]

20.04.07


Golf Day

25.04.07
Richard Driscoll, National Association for Colitis and Crohn’s Disease

26.04.07


District Council Meeting, Hadlow Manor, Hadlow

May 2007

02.05.07


Business Meeting

09.05.07


Noel Tatt—Shelter Box

12.05.07


District Assembly, Senacre School, Maidstone

16.05.07


Club AGM

23.05.07


Monty Parkin—The Art Game

30.05.07
PARTNERS EVENING—Dame Elisabeth Hoodless, DBE--CSV

CoVoEd     
 

Amherst Evening 17th January-----The following are the key points which came from the half-yearly review of the CoVoEd plan of activities and expenditure for 2006-07

1. The proposed Vocational Project with Durban(via SEP?) will be added to the list of activities

 2. It was proposed that we budget to purchase one Shelter Box per year

 3. In addition to developing a 1-2 year strategic spending plan we must remain capable of rapid response to local needs

 4. St John's School needs financial assistance. Ken M was encouraged to submit a proposal

 5. Crohn’s Disease Society is the President’s preferred charity for 2006-07

 6. We need to retain a reserve of money to enable immediate response to disasters appeals

 7. We must avoid the need for a 'spending binge' at the end of the Rotary year
Using these points from Club members I will now update the CoVoEd plan for 06-07 and endeavour to deliver what the Club requires.

 

 Two noteworthy events     ----

On Sunday,14th January a squad of Rotarians attacked the piece of land known as The Dorton House allotment. It was very hard work but the weather was superb and we certainly made a significant impression on the brambles, weeds and tree stumps. Many thanks to Simon, Colin, Geoff and Jim for their time and hard labour. 
More digging needs to be done so if you fancy some fresh air and exercise then let me know and I will arrange another session.

 

On Wednesday,17th January, principally orchestrated by Tony, fourteen lady consultants talked to groups of girls at Bradbourne School about their experiences in their professional lives. The event was billed as  Women at Work  and was arranged in collaboration with Bradbourne School's careers teacher to help 13/14 year old students choose their career options and hence GCSE subjects. Sevenoaks Amherst's role was to use our contacts to identify people who were prepared to talk about their careers. 
Many thanks to Jane, Elaine, Maureen, Jan, Carolyn, Elizabeth, Gaye, Cathy Scott (Springhouse), Tanyia Ingham (Hospice in the Weald) and June Marshall (Friend of Rotary) for their time and effort. The other speakers came from within the school.

 

NOT  A  LOT  OF  PEOPLE  KNOW  THIS  
The Tour de France is coming!        What is it?

Our editor has asked me to try and explain to his readers what will be happening on 7th and 8th July this year when the world’s largest annual sporting event comes to London.

Professional road cycling is not a sport many in the UK are aware of owing to the lack of media coverage.   However in Belgium it is the top sport with soccer trailing in second place.   In Italy, France, Holland and Germany it ranks second or third as the most popular sport.      Professional cycle racing on the continent is a team sport.   

Each team will have a main sponsor and several secondary sponsors who advertise their company on the clothing the athlete wears.   The racing is divided into 1st 2nd and 3rd divisions similar to football and the ultimate aim of a rider, as you would expect, is to be in the first division.   These teams will have budgets of between 3 and 7million pounds per year,  with the sponsor relying on TV coverage to gain publicity for his company especially if one of his riders wins a race.

Professional road racing is a highly complex sport and has often been described as a chess game on wheels.   Unlike athletics where the speed is relatively slow these guys will be travelling at an average speed of 25 miles/hr during a 2000 mile race.   Because of the high speeds attained, the law of physics comes into the equation and riders at the front of the bunch riding into the wind will be using 30% more energy than those being sheltered by their team mates.    In a race of this length the winner will come from those competitors who have used their energy wisely.

The race consists of twenty daily stages and the winner is the one who has the lowest aggregate time when the race ends in Paris on the 29th July.    Winning a stage carries great prestige even if the rider finishes the Tour in last position.   A stage winner will receive around £4000 for a stage victory plus bonuses from his sponsors.  It will also be a useful bargaining tool if at the end of the season he is negotiating for a place in another team

The top twenty teams in the world will compete in this year’s Tour with each team consisting of nine men.   All the teams will designate a leader and the remaining eight riders will support him for the overall victory.

Hopefully you will now have a rough idea what it’s all about and I can move on tell you about the first two stages which start in London on Saturday 7th July.   The first stage is called a prologue Time Trial (the race of truth) and each competitor will ride on his own over the 8km course taking in Whitehall, Hyde Park, Green Park, and will finish in St James’ Park.  The fastest rider will have the great honour of wearing the leader’s yellow jersey and this is considered to be a greater achievement in the cycling world than winning an Olympic title.   

The good news is that the UK has an excellent chance of winning this one with either Bradley Wiggins winner of Gold Silver and Bronze medals at the Athens Olympics or David Millar who won the prologue in 2001.   The prologue time trial is a very specialised event and will be won by the athlete who can cover the course at an average speed of 30 + mph without making any mistakes at any of the many corners.  Quite often there is only a fraction of a second between 1st and 2nd place.     There will a maximum of a dozen riders in the field who have the capability of winning the Tour when it finishes in Paris on Sunday 29th July and they will not be too worried about losing a couple of seconds in the prologue.   However Lance Armstrong always went all out to win this stage to strike a psychological blow to his main rivals.   

Sunday 8th July the race proper will start from London and travel via Greenwich, Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone, and will finish in Canterbury after 205kms.    I have seen the Tour many times all over the Continent.  It is a fantastic logistical operation and I suggest that you do as the French, take a picnic and a bottle of wine sit by the roadside and enjoy the unique atmosphere of this event.  First of all comes 50or 60 advertising floats proceeding the peleton [bunch] with their occupants throwing out samples of their products to the spectators.   Then you will hear and see three helicopters and you will know that the race is close.  This stage is quite flat and the 180 starters are likely to be altogether travelling very fast.    After the riders come 60 team cars containing the managers of each team plus mechanics etc and dozens of official cars.
It will be all over in a minute and you may feel that it is an anti climax.  However every one should see the Tour the toughest sporting event in the world once in a lifetime, - it is a unique experience

HAVE  YOUR  SAY   

Etiquette or Manners?

I must admit I had noticed a slipping of standards at meetings and then someone else commented to me about general behaviour at a recent meeting.

I know we often discuss how Rotary meetings should be held and what the content should be but I don’t think we have ever agreed a lowering of standards.  Good manners never hurt anyone and so I think we should respect visitors, speakers and the President etc. by standing to ask questions or make a statement.  I also think it is polite to ask permission to speak in the normal way.

On the other hand secondary conversations whilst someone else is speaking are very off-putting and also rude.

We have a good reputation in the District and I certainly don’t think we should let standards slip.

(However, good humoured barracking amongst ourselves must be encouraged.)

Colin

Edited by Ron Pike. Email copy to editor@sevenoaksamherst.org.uk  
Copy date is the first Wednesday of each month.

For back issues go to www.sevenoaksamherst.org.uk


