[image: image1.png]


ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

January  2007
THE PRESIDENT
A very happy, healthy and prosperous 2007 to you all!

January is the first of what I consider the two bleakest months of the year. Usually I console myself with the thought that the shortest day is behind us (believe it or not we’re actually getting 1 to 2 minutes extra light each day), and that spring is round the corner. This year I can also reflect on the fact that January marks the mid-point of ‘my year’.

Thank you for supporting our Christmas dinner and thanks to Malcolm and Don for the arrangements/entertainment.

Ken Marsden visited Eltham Phoenix last Thursday and reports that they are interested in talking to Roubaix. We might now be able to respond to Roubaix’s request to reconsider the nature of our twinning.

We have an active programme on the horizon, with some good speakers, particularly on Valentine’s Day, the Concert at The Ship, of course, and a possible visit from Roubaix.

Simon
COUNCIL  MEETING

Wednesday 10th January 2007 at St Julian’s at 6.30pm

1.            Apologies for absence   Brian Lawrence, Don Ingram (attending District meeting).

In attendance Philip Spicer, Graeme Gibson.

2            Minutes of the Meetings of the Council on 6th December 2006 agreed and signed by the President on behalf of the council.

3.  Matters Arising

a       Roubaix contact club - see Item 11

b       Archives – Jack to be asked to collect the archive from Harvey.

c.      Dorton house garden party date - deferred

d. St Julian’s car park lights – now working       

Some items that were deferred in the council meeting but which were raised in the subsequent club business meeting have been included as a note in brackets.

.      

4 Trustees.

a.     Graeme will join the meeting on the 17th to discuss future arrangements for the management of the club’s charity accounts.

 5 
President

a      Golf day changes, - there are no competing events. Simon suggested that in this year 2007 the Club supports Age Concern, Sevenoaks in their Diamond Jubilee Year as well as Hospice in the Weald. It was agreed to support both charities and the split would be determined

6.  Secretary


a. Proposed dates for the club diary – AGM - 16th. May,  Presidents’ Handover - 27th.June,  Club Assembly - 4th. July. 

7.  Treasurer.         

a.    Balances.  General Account £3767.64, Charity Accounts £2471 34, Cyclo-Sportif £5408.93. The Rockdale account is to be closed.

b. Review of accounts and future signing arrangements. 

There was a wide-ranging discussion on the way in the charity accounts have been controlled and would be controlled in the future. The consensus was as follows:

2005-2006 Following the recommendation of the auditor the un-audited Rockdale and Cyclo-Sportif accounts would be submitted to the Charity Commissioners along with the Club Charity Account, the auditor has agreed to sign the return.

The 2006 Cyclo-Sportif account that is still open would be audited along with the Charity Accounts for this year.

2006-2007 The income and expenses relating to Charity should be passed through the Charity account or accounts affiliated to the charity account and audited at the appropriate time.

The Cyclo-Sportif account would be brought under the control of the Trustees. The Trustees should ensure that they are informed of all items passed for payment. 

Simon undertook to explore ways of retaining the apparent commercial independence of the Cyclo-Sportif account while bringing the account into the purview of the club Trust Deed.

8. Membership      (Hotel reservations needed to be made for the 2007 District Conference)
9. Community, Vocational & Educational Services.
a         Report on progress at Bradbourne school – (Wednesday 17th. Women at Work  

  going ahead with 17 participants and up to 100 pupils.)

b         Amplification system - deferred

c.        Update on digging for Dorton House  (Sunday 14th. 9 am to 12 noon.)

d.        Proposal that we donate £150 to Family Matters UK agreed by Council

e.        Proposal that we purchase DVD projection equipment to aid Nik Pears in his work     with the SEP and HopeHIV at a cost of approx £1000, Simon suggested that ownership of this equipment should be retained by the club for club use after Nik Pears’ year with HopeHIV. A final decision would be made following further discussion.

10. Fund Raising.  

a. St John’s School (Ken) - deferred

11
International.
An update from Derek on the possibility of putting SEP together with



               his contact club in Durban – deferred

(Roubaix are planning to visit at Easter, usual arrangements would be put in place. Ken will visit Eltham Phoenix to further investigate the possibility of a three-way relationship. The raid to Roubaix is going ahead next Monday 15th. Roubaix are planning a lunchtime raid to Sevenoaks in February.) 

12    Foundation.

                             a.           Request for a potential date for a street collection – referred back to Geoff.
       13    Communication & P.R. no items for discussion.

14    Cyclo-Sportif



a.           Treatment of accounts vis a vis Charitable status - item 7.

b. Signing arrangements on account – item 7.

c. Report on meeting with Blue Sky World, Bill and Derek advised that Blue Sky World would sponsor the cyclo-sportif in 2007 to the extent of £5000; which would help to make the event more professional and improve marketing; congratulations were recorded.

d. It was agreed to distribute funds held in the Cyclo-Sportif account on the basis of the following splits, for 2006, Hospice in the Weald 60%, Macmillan 30%, Club Charity account the remainder, and for 2007, Hospice in the Weald 70%, Macmillan 20%, Club Charity account the remainder.

15    A.O.B.    a.         Report on meetings at Port Lympne
(Bill) - deferred



  b.         Club Quiz – an idea (Bill) - deferred

PRPGRAMME
January 2007
03.01.07


Julia Sorenson—Kenya Project Partnership

10.01.07


Business Meeting

10.01.07


District Council Meeting, Hadlow Manor, Hadlow

17.01.07


Amherst Evening—Topic TBA

24.01.07


Lynn Mitchell—Friends of Rotary

31.01.07


PARTNERS EVENING—Linda Steward—Master Chef Programme

February 2007

07.02.07


Business Meeting

09.02.07


Concert—The Ship, Bobby Chen

14.02.07


John Thurston—A&E Tales

21.02.07


Amherst Evening—Topic TBA

28.02.07


Peter Hartley—A Royal Interlude

March 2007
07.03.07


Business Meeting

14.03.07


8:45pm Start:  Community Sentence Talk—Alan Dowie, Kent Probation

19.03.07-21.03.07

Visit of President to District 1120

21.03.07


Amherst Evening—Topic TBA    
NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THIS
Rotary International Annual Report for ‘05/’06 makes interesting reading. Did you know for instance that worldwide there are 1,222,788 Rotarians in 32,756 Clubs and that during the year under review the first all Russian Rotary district was created also that China’s two provisional Clubs in Beijing and Shanghai  received their charters  
                Total Revenues in 2006 amounted to US$ 79.1million  and expenditure  US$ 72.3 million (I’m sure it says somewhere what happened to the balance but I couldn’t find it!)
                 During the fiscal year RI paid expenses of $697,000, $625000 and $83000 to and on behalf   of the president, president elect and president nominee respectively. In addition RI paid $474,000  to operate the presidents’ office.  (If you want to know how all that money was spent  try www.rotary.org. )
            However the remarkable service efforts of Rotary continued unabated  and during the year the first of 25 schools identified as needing rebuilding in Sri Lanka  following the South Asian  tsunami was dedicated in December ’05, and in Indonesia Rotary Clubs organised  the rebuilding of a children’s village and youth centre in Banda Aceh. Following hurricane Katrina 1200 Shelter Boxes went to Louisiana and Mississippi and following the earthquake 2,500 boxes went to Pakistan. ( It seems churlish to wonder why Pakistan ,which must be one of the poorest countries in the world ,received only twice as many boxes as America which is surely the richest country.) A total of 5100 boxes were shipped to various disaster centres.
               Looking to the future Rotary Clubs world wide sponsor service clubs for teenagers and all types of young people and members of Rotaract do sterling work.
                That’s only a flavour of what is in the report.  It really is worth reading.

                 Ron.
NEVER BE ALONE WITH AN OLD LADY
Colin spotted this headline in his newspaper and wants to make sure we are aware of the situation.

The article reports that Rotarians –pillars of local society – have been instructed that they must be accompanied when they are helping children or pensioners in case they are accused of abusing them.
A spokesman is reported as saying that the organisation had reluctantly introduced the regulations after taking legal advice.  “…it is a case of having a witness present at all times, it is a response to the Nanny State we all live in…..it is done for insurance purposes and because generally it is thought that people should keep an eye on one another”
Clubs are advised that insurance premiums would be sky high if the ‘pairing system’ is not followed. The regulations are being codified and will have to be followed by the ‘Self guarding co-ordinator’ for each club.

Television presenter John Ball is quoted as saying the new Rotarian rules were typical of measures being taken by organisations in case  they face ruinous insurance claims. “You cannot take a collection in church now without going through police vetting first and if  one in a group of bell-ringers is under 16 everyone in the group has to be cleared.”
So, never be alone with an old lady.

(Actually it’s a situation I very often find myself in. Perhaps Colin should have a word with Freda.)
Ron
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