Extracts from Council Meeting 7th March 2007
· Dorton House Garden Party now scheduled for 30th June

· President’s Garden Party 24th June 2007

· £500 donated to St John’s School for Breakfast Club until end of summer term

· A ‘face file’ is now on club website

· Over 100 entries to Cyclo Sportiv to date
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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

March  2007
THE  PRESIDENT

As I sit down to pen some thoughts on the last month I am reminded that that I’m aching   from a weekend tending to the garden in glorious sunshine. Unsurprisingly, I felt the same having dug some of Dorton House allotment. It must be something to with ‘dob’s disease’!.

A visit from Roubaix to St John’s school (that I couldn’t attend) shows our links are still strong, as does their intended visit at the end of April. I am pleased  we have made some progress with Eltham Phoenix toward the goal set for us last June by Roubaix.

I am also hopeful that Colin can progress a Friends of Rotary scheme for us as there are a handful of people who might benefit. Thanks to Lynn Mitchell (District) for updating us on how such a scheme can work.

Apart form an impromptu quiz we’ve been entertained with tales from Emergency Medicine (Accident and Emergency in ‘old money’) and an old Tonbridge School boy whose career was devoted to the service of the Royal family. In their way both talks were informative and entertaining, even if John Thurston’s wasn’t the ideal subject for Valentine’s night!!

Both Jack and Harold have been unwell for much of the last month. We wish them well.

Simon
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PROGRAMME
07.03.07


Business Meeting

14.03.07


8:45pm Start:  Community Sentence Talk—Alan Dowie, Kent Probation

19.03.07-21.03.07

Visit of President to District 1120

21.03.07


[Don Ingram—Club Quiz]

28.03.07


David Townsend--

April 2007

04.04.07


Business Meeting

11.04.07




13.04.07-15.04.07

RIBI Conference, Bournemouth

14.04.07


Ladies Night, Wilderness Golf Club

18.04.07


[Don Ingram—Interclub Quiz]

20.04.07


Golf Day

25.04.07



26.04.07


District Council Meeting, Hadlow Manor, Hadlow

May 2007

02.05.07


Business Meeting

09.05.07


Noel Tatt—Shelter Box

12.05.07


District Assembly, Senacre School, Maidstone

16.05.07


Club AGM

23.05.07


Monty Parkin—The Art Game

30.05.07


PARTNERS EVENING—Dame Elisabeth Hoodless, DBE--CSV

St John’s School, Sevenoaks

The new informal “breakfast bar” has started immediately after half-term, and about 45% of the children are taking advantage of it.  Margaret Pearson, the Head Teacher, reports an immediate improvement in behaviour and concentration.  The children have cereals, and (wholemeal) bread, marg. & marmalade, with a drink.  

Funding until the end of the summer term has been provided by Amherst Rotary, but not into the new academic year from September, so we only hope that the evidence of success will release funds from KCC to continue this scheme.

The number of children at the school remains lower than one would like, and without any immediate prospect of a substantial increase due to overall population trends, but even with the problems that this creates the staff run a happy school where every child is individually known to the teachers, something not common in larger schools.

KEM

HAVE  YOUR  SAY
   From Tony

Subject  Bobby Chen Concert.......

We need to have some programme notes both about Bobby Chen's career , notes on the pieces he was playing he performers and, briefly, information about the other performers - their schools and theri musical backgrounds

Individual performers need to be welcomed on to the stage and introduced to add some colour to the evening and it would be better if they looked a litltle more animated!.

 Bobby Chen is obviously talented but it was a pity that his entire performance was of the same "style" and did not show a more comprehensive view of his range of playing. 

The flowers were a pleasing gesture but should have been presented whilst the performer was still on  stage and not whilst exiting.

From Ray

Subject  Bobby Chen Concert…..
Although over the past few years we have made a number of contacts with Walthamstow  Hall, particularly helping senior students with mock interviews, isolated talks and lectures, there have been no musical evenings.   
Friday 9th February changed  all that with a piano recital by Bobby Chen including the music of Bach, Schumann and Debussy.  His performance was brilliant and it must have been an inspiration to the supporting students from Sevenoaks School, Combe Bank and Walthamstow Hall  Thank you Wally Hall we look forward to further successful cooperation in  2007 and 2008..
From   Maureen
Subject  “Etiquette or Manners”   

  I would like to say thank you to Colin for his comments last month, to which I totally agree and hope that it is taken on board by all members of the club.  With respect to the concert at Walthamstow Hall.  Unfortunately, we were unable to attend however I have heard some very favourable comments from the people that did attend and well done to everyone concerned in the evening.

From Ken Marsden
Subject   Raising
From time to time we run fund-raisers wherein we have a high risk and usually just clear costs – by selling tickets to ourselves -

and after each one we hear it said that we mustn’t do this again.  And yet, a little later, we find ourselves doing the same thing again.   The “Calender Girls” talk, and perhaps the recent musical recital, fall into this category.  I myself have bought ten or more tickets for some of these events, as sales were appearing to be very poor and there loomed the prospect of a loss.

I implore us all not to rush into this type of event – do our forecasts on the assumption that we ourselves won’t be buying tickets.

The principle that we did agree was that fund-raising events, as opposed to “fun” events, should raise these funds from outside the club, not from members.

Used Postage Stamps
One or two new givers have come forward with stamps for charities. I will take stamps from all over the world as well as UK.  Bring in as many or few for me to send, please leave a border of envelope at least half inch on each side of the stamp or block.
I am just about to start sending batches of stamps to Hearing Dogs for Deaf People which as you will know is a Rotary Charity.   So Please bring in your used stamps for a good cause.
Thank you

Don.
St John’s School, Sevenoaks

The new informal “breakfast bar” has started immediately after half-term, and about 45% of the children are taking advantage of it.  Margaret Pearson, the Head Teacher, reports an immediate improvement in behaviour and concentration.  The children have cereals, and (wholemeal) bread, marg. & marmalade, with a drink.  

Funding until the end of the summer term has been provided by Amherst Rotary, but not into the new academic year from September, so we only hope that the evidence of success will release funds from KCC to continue this scheme.

The number of children at the school remains lower than one would like, and without any immediate prospect of a substantial increase due to overall population trends, but even with the problems that this creates the staff run a happy school where every child is individually known to the teachers, something not common in larger schools.

KEM

PS   
WIFE VS. HUSBAND 
A couple drove down a country road for several miles, not saying a word. 
An earlier discussion had led to an argument and 
neither of them wanted to concede their position. 
As they passed a barnyard of mules, goats, and pigs, 
the husband asked sarcastically, "Relatives of yours?"
"Yep," the wife replied, "in-laws." 
Eric
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