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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

June  2007
THE  PRESIDENT

And so the wheel has turned again; this is my final piece for On Line, at least as President! 

I was particularly pleased to have been able to present NACC with a donation in aid of their work toward mitigating Crohn’s and Colitis last night, both terribly debilitating conditions that, surprisingly affect several of our thirty families. Dame Elizabeth Hoodless also spoke well recently on behalf of the voluntary sector; much of what she said is what we experience on a day to day basis. Also, in a final flurry of activity we have managed to agree revised meal procedures for next year – no mean achievement.

An emerging institution also provided many of the Club a pleasant break in Dorset once again this spring. Courtesy of Malcolm, fellowship and education went hand in hand and all attendees returned knowing the difference between chalk and limestone, marble and granite. Essential skills when planning a kitchen!

Looking back on what has been a remarkably quick year, so much has happened that it is almost impossible to recount it all. For me there were high points and low points, good times and bad, predictable and unpredictable events.

It is satisfying to be able to look back on what was an active year, a year that raised circa £30,000, set up a Young Achievers Award and broke our Bradbourne School taboo. On the downside, we lost Wildernesse School, made little progress with Young Enterprise and Interact. It was disappointing too not to have received Roubaix, nor to have developed or re-defined our relationship with them. 

On a personal note, I was particularly delighted to have been able to award Derek and Eileen Williams much deserved honorary Paul Harris Fellowships at the Club’s annual Dinner & Dance. One member’s unwillingness to agree to disagree with Council is a personal disappointment; his continued private haranguing proved to be one of my most difficult challenges, one that I fear has been lost.

We have welcomed Helen to the Club (from Chislehurst), and flirted with Neil Wood and John Dear. Following an imminent 10 day notice, it is my hope to induct John on the 27th just before handing over the baton. On the other side of the coin, we will likely lose Graham (to Chislehurst), and I am disappointed that my overtures to Round Table have come to nought. The introduction of a Friends of Rotary scheme will, however, be a positive step toward establishing formal links with potential members.

The highpoint of the fundraising year has to have been the Cyclo Sportive – to see the whole Club community working toward a common goal is especially rewarding. The low point? Remember waxed legs! It was my ambition to establish one new fundraising event this year and so it was that the Bobby Chen Concert took to the stage. Regrettably there was less support for a PTA quiz challenge, or open gardens.

Speakers from the world of medicine (remember Valentines night), the Police, Buckingham Palace, Masterchef and the crazy world of contemporary art led an interesting and varied programme, whilst non-appearances led to some interesting cameo performances from Rotarians within the Club and without, John Harris from Chislehurst in particular.

Sandra and I very much enjoyed the Dinner Dance, as did our family and guests. We believe the reintroduction of a live band was well received. It was also good to see so many of the Club at our house for dinner. To have been one of only five from the Club at Conference, though, was a predictable shame.

2006/7 has been a year of transition. Moving from the old Council system, albeit with new project or activity based committees, to the CLP Board structure agreed by the Club was always going to be challenging. All in all, my perception is that the Club managed the transition well, particularly where members were able to fully embrace, and operate, the new system. 

In the final analysis you, the members, will judge the Rotary year just passed. I have enjoyed it, been frustrated by it and at times annoyed, yet pleased to have been able to serve as your President: thank you
COUNCIL  MEETING

Main Points from the Council Meeting on Monday 4 June 2007. 
1.  Minutes of the meeting on 30 April 2007.




The minutes were approved with the following corrections:
2. Matters arising.

(a)
Youth Enterprise Scheme Walthamstow Hall – Deferred.

(b)
Archives.
Position on collection to be clarified.

(c)
Golf Tabard – to be auctioned at Wooden Spoon Golf Day on Friday, 15 June, with the proceeds to be split.

(d)
Meeting at Port Lympne – deferred.

3.  President.

(a)
 (b)
Town Fair.
Club application had been refused as being too late and due to lack of space. Support to be given on day to Sevenoaks Club stall.
4.  Treasurer.(a)The balances, after receipts/payments, are:
General account - £2,979, including International of £1,275.

Charity account - £1,220, including foundation of £99.

Cyclo Sportiv – 2006 - £490; awaiting Gift Aid.

 

  
  2007 - £5,766

(b)
Applause (Spring House) – Donation of £175 approved.

(c)
Donations to Charities in 2006/2007 notified to District - £30,000.

(d)
Signatories for 2007/2008 – registered with CAF Bank.

5. Membership.
(a) Meals arrangements – Options on ‘absences’ and payments to be discussed at Business meeting.

(b) Papers on ‘Friends of Rotary’ to be circulated and discussed at Business meeting.

6. Community, Vocational & Educational Services.

(a) Donation of £200 to Hospice of Hope to allow Katie Melia to go to a volunteer camp in Romania.

(b) Chipstead Cheshire Home – position following gardening equipment being stolen to be reviewed.

7. Fund Raising.
Quiz of Quizzes being organised with Douglas       .

8. International.
SEP in Durban – deferred.
9. Foundation. 
Sustaining Membership.   To be discussed at Business meeting.

10.  Cyclo Sportiv.
Motor Cycle Club to lead riders. Article in Cycling Weekly.
11. A.O.B.

(a)
Club Dartington glasses. Order for 3 designs will be placed. Cost of £30, for artwork, for retiring presidents approved; 10 to be ordered. 

Meals Arrangements
At the Business Meeting on 6 June 2007, Members agreed to changes in the arrangements for Booking and Paying for meals.

Bookings – Secretary 2007/08 – Alan Stevens.
At present the assumption is that a member will attend a meeting unless he notifies his absence. Under the new system, a Member must indicate to the Bookings Secretary that he will attend a meeting. At each meeting, the Meals Register will be circulated. Members should ‘tick’ the box and date opposite their name if they intend to attend the next, or subsequent, meetings, with the numbers if they are bringing a guest. They should put an ‘A’ for any meeting they will not be attending. If nothing is filled in it will be assumed that the member is not attending that meeting. If subsequently they find that they wish to attend they should telephone Alan before 10 a.m. on the Tuesday before the meeting.

If a member does not make a booking he may attend the meeting but will have to make his own arrangements with St Julians for a meal.

If a member has indicated that he will attend but later cannot attend he will be liable for the cost of the meal unless he cancels before 10 a.m. on the Tuesday. Any monies received and not requested by St Julians will go to Foundation.

Payment for meals will only be accepted by cheque, £9 for members and £10 for guests. If a member is unable to pay by cheque at the meeting he should post his cheque to the Treasurer as soon as possible after the meeting.

There will be an ‘honesty’ box in our meeting room in which members should place their cheque, which will be collected by the Treasurer during the meeting.

For visitors only, who are not with a member, payment in cash of £10 will be accepted by the Treasurer.

Start Date.
The arrangements for Booking and Paying will start with the first meeting of 
the New Rotary year on 4 July 2007.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
May I remind members that the Subscription for 2007/08 is £170. As I may be away for the first meeting of the new Rotary Year, on 4 July 2007, members, who are not paying by standing order, may pay me at a later meeting or post their cheque to me.

Gordon

Treasurer
CLUB  ASSEMBLY
I have been in contact with Peter Lawrence, Assistant District Governor for our area.

He would like to attend our Club Assembly on 4th July. 
Colin

PROGRAMME

June 2007
06.06.07


Business Meeting

13.06.07


Julian Waite--National Association of Colitis and Chrohn's

17.06.07-26.06.07

RI Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA

20.06.07


Membership Services Evening




District Handover

27.06.07


President’s Handover

July 2007

04.07.07


[Club Assembly]/Business Meeting

11.07.07


Zena Belton--Valence School

18.07.07


Amherst Evening---Topic TBA

25.07.07


Derrick Fulford--The Day in the Life of a JP

August 2007

01.08.07


Business Meeting

08.08.07


Jeremy Voizey--Mercy Ships 

15.08.07


Bat and Trap with Chiselhurst




22.08.07


Hilary Newport--Campaign to Protect Rural England

29.08.07 


PARTNERS EVENING Say Cheese of Sussex--Cheese Tasting

DON"T GIVE UP IS THE MOTTO!!

It has take a time but at last we have done some interviews at Bradbourne School and thanks are due to those colleagues who made the early morning visits.  In all we interviewed 21 Girls who will cascade down the experience to their peers. 

I have asked for some feed back on both the interviews and the cascading process and will record this when, and if, it comes!

Tony  

NOT  A  LOT  OF  PEOPLE  KNOW  THIS
Bill received this from District CoVoEd and thinks it’s worth considering.
In Case of Emergency
“ICE” is a simple but important method of contact during emergency situations. 

It was thought up by a paramedic who realised that when they went to incidents

There were always mobiles phones with patients but they didn’t know which numbers to call  and a nationally recognised name for this purpose would be a good idea.

The East Anglican Ambulance Service has launched  a national “in case of emergency” ICE campaign.
 All you need to do is store on your cellphone the number of a contact person

(or persons) ,who should be contacted in an emergency, as ICE – meaning ‘In case of emergency.’ Emergency Services or hospital staff would then be able to quickly contact your next of kin by dialling the number stored as “ICE” For more than one contact  simply enter ICE 2, ICE3 etc.
A great idea that could save your life or put a loved one’s mind at rest.

HAVE  YOUR  SAY
I am sorry not to have been as club this Wednesday especially as the subject of ordering or cancelling meals was discussed.  It amazes me that we are still experiencing problem with people not registering that they will be absent and not paying for meals.  What worries me is that St.Julian's will say that they cannot continue to cater for us and therefore we will have to find an alternative venue, which I for one will be very sad about as I think that we would be the losers all round. I also understand that the previous week St.Julians were told that 40 meals would be provided and only 37 were present and they stood the loss of the wasted meals.  This is not right.  I think that in the future, it should be considered that the meals that are requested from St.Julians are charged to the club and the club is then responsible for collecting the money from the people who have not bothered to ring in their apologies.  

Maureen.

PS


In the year 2007, the Lord came unto Noah, who was now living in England and said, "Once again, the earth has become wicked and over-populated, and I see the end of all flesh before me.   Build another Ark and save 2 of every living thing along with a few good humans."  
He gave Noah  the CAD drawings, saying, "You have 6 months to build the Ark before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights."
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his yard - but no Ark.  
"Noah!" He roared, "I'm about to start the rain!  Where is the Ark?"  
"Forgive me,  Lord," begged Noah, "but things have changed. I needed Building Regulations Approval. I've been arguing with the Fire Brigade about the need for a  sprinkler system. My neighbours claim that I should have obtained planning  permission for building the Ark in my garden because it is development of the site even though in my view it is a temporary structure. We had to go to appeal to the Secretary of State for a decision.  
Then the  Department of Transport demanded a bond be posted for the future costs of moving power lines and other overhead obstructions, to clear the passage for  the Ark's  move to the sea. I told them that the sea would be coming to us, but they would hear nothing of it.
Getting the wood was another problem.  All the decent trees have Tree Preservation  Orders on them and we live in a Site of Special Scientific Interest set up in  order to protect the spotted owl. I tried to convince the environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the owls - but no go! 
When I started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued me.  
They insisted that I was confining wild animals against their will. They argued the  accommodation was too restrictive, and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in a confined space.
Then the County Council, the Environment Agency and the Rivers Authority ruled that I couldn’t build the Ark until they'd conducted an environmental impact study on your proposed flood.
I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal Opportunities Commission on how many BMEs I'm supposed to hire for my building team.  
The trades unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I have to hire only CSCS accredited workers with Ark-building experience.
To make matters worse, Customs and Excise seized all my assets, claiming I'm trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species.  
So, forgive  me, Lord, but it would take at least 10 years for me to finish this Ark.
Suddenly the  skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow stretched across the sky.  Noah looked up in wonder and asked, "You mean you're not going to destroy the  world?"
"No," said  the Lord. "The government beat me to it."      

Colin          
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