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The President
    Spring is well “springing” and the past month definitely has a Youth Theme sponsored and supported by our Club. Sunday, 14th March was the Young Musician of the Year competition and Jan and I attended to present the prize which Sevenoaks Amherst had donated. Monday, 29th March was the Young Achievers evening which was a great success and very well supported by Club members. On Saturday, 10th April Tony and I went to the RYLA course at Upnor to see the four young people that we had sponsored for the weekend, principally to see how our money was being spent and to observe how Rotary was running the course---we were impressed. So, a very good month for CoVoEd!

On Wednesday 31 March , we sadly said our goodbyes to Eric and Maureen   who are now touring the country prior to moving to their new home near Chichester. We did send them off with a very enjoyable party mainly due to Colin and Elaine’s “caravan racing” which raised £80 for Foundation. We all wish Eric and Maureen “Good Luck” in their new home and look forward to seeing them at the May Ball.

    On a lighter note, I can report that following last weeks Thursday Walk the group is about to appoint a “Group Care Officer”. Last Thursday, Cyril forgot his boots so had to walk in his street shoes. Phil put his jumper on a fence and then left it there. Bernard went off on his own route and got lost. In the pub, Roy drank Cyril’s orange thinking it was lager shandy and Phil ate Cyril’s  chicken sandwich while wondering why his BLT contained pieces of chicken. The previous week, Roy forgot Luke and left him in the car---but don’t tell Marcel or Karin about that!

                         Bill     

Rotary The World Over

Rotary World is a quarterly publication, published in nine languages,  aimed at Rotary  Leaders (e.g. Club Presidents)  Apparently January’s edition was the last. In future it will be replaced by  Rotary Leader  an electronic publication which can be found at www.rotary.org/rotary leader. “If you have any great ideas or best practises to share with your fellow Rotary Leaders, e-mail us….”

In 2008  RI conducted focus groups with young professionals to gather information about how to target recruitment. The report can be found at www.rotary.org/final focus group findings
As of September 2009 there were 1,234,527 Rotarians worldwide in 33,790 Rotary Clubs shared between 531 Rotary Districts
Programme    

APRIL 

        7 Business

    14 Speaker (January 13 rearranged) - Nich Cuniffe "Care for the Family" charity (Bill Brickell)

    21 Club Speaker - Grant Walker

    28 Speaker - Peter Moxley of The Epilepsy Association (Ron Adams)

MAY  

           5 Business

         12 Speaker - Ian Porter on Jack The Ripper (Eileen Williams)

         19 Club Speaker - Jane Whiting

           26 Speaker - Lynn Tier  'The History of Rockdale' (Edward Oatley)

JUNE

              2 Business

           9 Club Assembly

    16 Club Speaker - Jack Wilson

    23 tba

    30 Partners Meeting - Bill's end-of-season barbecue
CoVoEd 
 

 

……Aimee to Zak and ten other Young Achievers all emerged from the 2010 Presentation Evening with their certificates and bursaries happy in the knowledge that their achievements had been recognized.  Supported by their families and teachers, entertained by the Dance Group from Sevenoaks Primary School and the Dunton Green School Choir, and hosted by over half of  the club’s membership they had enjoyed what our Chief Presenter Lauren Smith – Captain of the GB Synchronised swimming team- described as “ A truly inspirational experience”.  She was not alone in commenting on the significance of the evening; one Head Teacher commented that this was the event he “ most looked forward to”  and many Rotarian Table Hosts received similar comments from their guests.

 

Now we must look forward to the 2011 event and already I have received offer of entertainment and am exploring another venue. I have also had constructive feedback on the evening and would welcome others so that we can ensure that this initiative does not lose momentum or appeal.

 

 

As this edition of On Line hits the air waves Naomi, Jenny, Oliver and Craig will be taking part in a  RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award Course) at the Areathusa Venture Centre near Rochester.  Bill and I will have visited the course to see it in action and judge how our funds are being utilised.  We will report later.

 

MARY BOYLE set the scene for the Knole Academy and we were privileged that she shared some of her thinking with us.  Hopefully we will have a senior member of staff delegated to liaise with us  and in future communications will prove easier.  Meanwhile the RYLA initiative is a strategy which could  lead to the establishment of an INTERACT Club at the Academy.

 

 Sarah Larner has thanks us for our contribution to the READ Charity which supplies textbooks in Africa and Build Africa has thanked us for our continuing interest in their work.

 

Social Entrepreneurs Project – 2010  ( Sevenoaks Preparatory School) is about to be launched and Allan will keep us posted
Tony

News from Down Under

 
Having decided to stay on in New Zealand for the birth of my third grandchild due anytime now, I decided to make most of my time in this part of the world. So March was a busy month.

 

First I did a guided walk of the Abel Tasman Coastal path some 35 km's long over a period of 5 days we spent 2 nights in each of 2 lodges. On the day we spent at each lodge we were taken on additional walks in the bush and also had the opportunity for swimming, canoeing, and kayaking.

 

I read once that this is amongst the 10 best walks in the world

 

Next I took off to Australia I spent 3 days in Melbourne which included a coach trip to the Great Ocean Road a round trip of some 600kms. I had a walk in Albert park seeing the preparations for the Grand Prix. It was great being in Aus when an Englishman won.

 

I then caught the overnight ferry to Tasmania where I joined a 10 day coach tour .I knew very little about Tasi (as the Aussie love to call it) till I arrived. It has everything Forests, rain forests, rivers ,lakes, fantastic scenery. We were  told about the history and how much the convicts did in the initial clearance, construction of bridges roads etc. We visited the penal institutions of Sarah's Island and port Arthur and learnt how hard conditions were for the convicts who did not conform.

 

So back to Blenheim where it is a hive of activity as they harvest the grapes for this years Vintage

 

 John
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