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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

Vol.4   January 2010
The President

Happy New Year to everyone

Due to the Christmas jollifications and adverse weather we now haven’t met for a formal Wednesday meeting since 9th December---a lapse of five weeks. However, much has happened during that time. Harold Towle, a Founding and Honorary member has passed away and Graeme Gibson has written, resigning from the Club. On a happier note—we had a fantastic Christmas party thanks to the efforts of John Berwick. We made a mess of the lounge at St Julian’s, scripted some very dubious limericks and enjoyed much good humoured banter. A truly great way to enjoy Christmas--- many thanks to John.

The Bar Meeting immediately prior to Christmas was most enjoyable, just friends enjoying a drink and each others company. A formula that we should try again sometime.

Twenty three Rotarians and their friends/partners strolled in Knole Park for the first Sunday Walk of 2010 and 25 sat down for lunch.

Two Board meetings and one Club meeting have now been cancelled due to adverse road conditions. I’m hoping that we will be able to meet next week (13th January) otherwise we are in danger of becoming an “e-mail club”.

Since the meeting we missed was a Business Meeting, here are a few issues to report----

1. Young Achievers is going well with a number of nominations already received

2. Ladies Night---the venue and date have still to be agreed

3. Tony has a number of requests for financial support which requires the Board to meet so that they can be progressed

4. The transfer of our bank accounts is progressing.

5. Open Gardens is well underway thanks to Philip, Elaine and Marian. Remember to blank out 20th and 27th June in your diary

6. SSAFA want our help with their national collection on Saturday, 13th February—an E-board will be coming round shortly

7. From the end of January for about one month we will be without our Secretary or Treasurer. Jane has kindly agreed to deputise for Ken in whatever way her busy life allows her to. However, if there are items which need the attention of either the Secretary or Treasurer during February then please progress them BEFORE Ken and Gordon depart for the Southern Hemisphere otherwise you may well have to wait some weeks.

 

                                    Bill  

 

Board Meeting
Snowed Off
Programme      

JANUARY       6 Business

          13 Speaker - Nich Cunliffe 'Care for the Family' (Bill Brickell)

          20 Speakers - Yoan Reed and Lisa Nix 'Teaching Life Skills to the Young' (Edward Oatley)

          27 Speaker - Robert Piper, former Mayor of Sevenoaks (Gordon Johnston)

FEBRUARY   3 Business

            10 Speaker - Mark Warner 'My Family Story in The West Indies'

            17 Club Speaker - Ron Pike 

            24 Speaker - District Simplified Grants Officer Elaine Craven (Bill Brickell)

MARCH    3 Business

      10 Speaker - Jan Berry  CBE  Retired Chairman of the Police Federation.   

Life in the Police from the bobby on the beat in Sevenoaks to the top.

(Edward Oatley)

      17 Club Speaker - Alan Stevens
      24 Speaker - Mary Boyle on the Academy project (Tony Kemp)

 
WELCOME TO 2010 FROM CoVoEd……………….
 
 
My New Year resolution is:

 




Come rain, snow or shine




Always write for On Line – OnTime!

 

 

WHO ARE THE MYSTERY INTERVIEWERS?

In a round-robin I tried to identify the colleagues who interviewed Georgia Yates at Bradbourne School and were enthused by her fencing prowess. So much so that they suggested that we should offer her some financial support. Georgia -  who lives in Westerham – and her Mum have provided some facts about her progress and the costs involved and an approach to Westerham and Biggin Hill Club looks as if, together,  we will offer her some sponsorship in the future.  Meanwhile…….. were YOU one of her interviewers and if so please own up as I would like to talk to you about this project.

 

 

FEEDBACK. 

Reference to Bradbourne reminds me that I promised in the last edition to comment further on the information provided about our interview service so here goes!

 

It is quite clear that the service is valued by students and teachers alike. That alone should encourage us to continue this service.  But there is always room for improvement and colleagues offered their thoughts for the future: 

* It was emphasised that prior to the interview a C.V, Profile or Personal Statement should be provided and that this is a condition of being given an interview as it gives the process a focus.

* Consideration should be given to a pre-event briefing so that the interviewees have an idea of what to expect (and therefore be able to perform better) and that they should be encouraged to think about alternative career options

* One suggestion – which might be difficult to arrange – is that prior to a set of interviews the interviewers should meet to agree the marking levels to be applied and thus perhaps secure a more balanced outcome.

* Concern was expressed about students not appreciating the potential of the experience and succumbing to negative peer pressure of not to bother.

* One-to-One interviews would be acceptable as they are less daunting and could help with throughput.

* We should provide feedback to the schools and, if necessary, offer to support them in any pre-briefing initiatives

 

Arising from the last point colleagues were, I feel, dismayed at the difficulties facing careers staff in implementing a interview programme and noted the lack of resources, indifference of colleagues and the problems of timetabling.  One interviewer wrote: “Private school pupils are motivated and have easy access to guidance and advice ….. but at a maintained school the whole attitude seems lackadaisical with absolutely no priority given to it.”

 

Next time around I will emphasise these points to schools and encourage them to “do better”.

 

YOUNG ACHIEVERS.

As I write we have seven nominations with one or two schools yet to respond  - the weather slowing down the process!  The same can be said for trying to secure a principle guest for the presentation evening – but I remain hopeful for an Olympian.

 

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD (RYLA)

Noting the response from Bradbourne and Wilderness to the RYLA Programme four places have been provisionally booked for the course scheduled for April.

 

Tony

Inner Wheel  
We look forward to the New Year and all it brings to us.  

The Sevenoaks Amherst Inner Wheel President and members would like to wish everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year for 2010.

Your Rotary President Bill will be attending our first meeting of the New Year and although we have not received a title for his talk, I am sure it will be very entertaining.  

Our Bridge Tea is also on our Agenda and preparations for another bumper charity afternoon is expected.
Elaine
The Mayonnaise Jar

When things in your life seem, almost too much to handle, when 24 Hours in a day is not enough,
Remember the mayonnaise jar and 2 cups of coffee.

A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of him.
When the class began, wordlessly, He picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar
And proceeded to fill it with golf balls.
He then asked the students, if the jar was full.
They agreed that it was.

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly.
The pebbles rolled into the open Areas between the golf balls.
He then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was.
The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. 

The students responded with a unanimous 'yes.'
The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty space between the sand. 

The students laughed.

'Now,' said the professor, as the laughter subsided, 'I want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important things - family, children, health, Friends, and Favourite passions Things that if everything else was lost and only they remained, 

Your life would still be full..
The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, house, and car.
The sand is everything else --The small stuff.
'If you put the sand into the jar first,' He continued, 'there is no room for the pebbles or the golf balls.
The same goes for life.
If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the things that are important to you.

So...

Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play With your children.
Take time to get medical checkups. Take your partner out to dinner.
There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal.
'Take care of the golf balls first --The things that really matter.
Set your priorities. The rest is just sand.'

One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented.

The professor smiled..
'I'm glad you asked'.

It just goes to show you that no matter how full your life may seem,
there's always room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend.'
Elaine
New Year Resolutions
        I will not mock any Volvo drivers who got stuck in the snow at St Julians

        I will not curse any driver of a car towing a caravan 

        I will not annoy my neighbours by mowing my lawn early on a snowy Sunday morning in January

       When leading a walk and lost, I will gladly admit to that fact

      

        I will review my New Years on 11th January and cancel any that I’m fed up with.  

Bill
 
 

To stay alive and reasonably healthy; to share both love and grief as they occasion; to do some unexpected good; to enjoy life and what it brings

.
 Douglas

Here are some ‘funnies left over from December

Malcolm  provided this one

   In the 1400's a law was set forth that a man was not allowed to beat his wife with a stick no thicker than his thumb. Hence we have "the rule of thumb".

  Many years ago in Scotland, a new game was invented. It was ruled "Gentlemen Only...

Ladies Forbidden"...and thus the word GOLF entered into the English language.

  The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime time TV was Fred and Wilma Flintstone
  Every day more money is printed for Monopoly than the US Treasury.
  Men can read smaller print than women can; women can hear better.
 Coca-Cola was originally green.
 It is impossible to lick your elbow.
 The average number of people airborne over the US any given hour: 61,000
 Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair.
 The first novel ever written on a typewriter: Tom Sawyer.
 Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king in history:
       Spades - King David
       Hearts - Charlemagne
       Clubs -Alexander, the Great
       Diamonds - Julius Caesar

     111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321

  If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, 

the person died in battle. If the horse has one front leg in the air the person died 

as a result of wounds received in battle. If the horse has all four legs on the ground, 

the person died of natural causes.


     Q. If you were to spell out numbers, how far would you have to go
until you would find the letter "A"?
 A. One thousand

     Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers, and
laser printers all have in common?

     A. All invented by women.

     Q. What is the only food that doesn't spoil?

     A. Honey

     In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by ropes.
When you pulled on the ropes the mattress tightened, making the bed firmer
to sleep on. Hence the phrase......... "goodnight, sleep tight."

   It was the accepted practice in Babylon 4,000 years ago that for a month after the wedding, 

the bride's father would supply his son-in-law with all the mead he could drink. 

Mead is a honey beer and because their calendar was lunar based, this period was called the honey month,
which we know today as the honeymoon.

    In English pubs, ale is ordered by pints and quarts... So in old England, 

when customers got unruly, the bartender would yell at them "Mind your 

pints and quarts, and settle down." 

It's where we get the phrase "mind your P's and Q's"  

 

  Many years ago in England, pub frequenters had a whistle baked into the rim, 

or handle, of their ceramic cups. When they needed a refill, they used the whistle to get some service.

"Wet your whistle" is the phrase inspired by this practice.

    Don't delete this just because it looks weird. Believe it or not, you can read it :
    I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdgnieg.
The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, 

it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt
tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. 

The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. 

Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a
 wlohe.  Amzanig huh?
  

 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~AND FINALLY~~~~~~~~~~~~
  

   At least 75% of people who read this will try to lick their elbow!!! 

 



Even worse – here are the ‘ditties’ from the Christmas Party   
Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie

The lady wot baked it, rolled it on her thigh

When the pie was opened, her garter was revealed

It was the one the President had carefully concealed!

You may think it quite absurd

That a pie filled with a bird

Should suddenly contain a garter

Being Christmas, there should be a chipolata!

It was the following morning

That without a word of warning

Jan found the chipolata

And said “I’ll keep my garter”!

(That was the winner!!)
(Here are the losers !!)  

Three old men had long grey hair

Each night they hung their wigs on a chair

They polished their shiny pates so bright

They could easily read dirty books by the light

There once was a Rotary hub

Which met every week at a club

Their objects were clear

To drink much more beer 

Than they could possibly do in a pub

There was a bank manager from Dubai

Who loaned to help build to the sky

But the money ran out---and he was heard to shout

My bonus is safe-----so Bye,Bye!

Santa Claus is coming to town

Wearing a sooty and cross frown

He’d lost his sledge and lost his crown

Now Prancer is chewing his bright red gown

Three men two ladies and a cat

Could not decide who should wear the dunces hat

Harriet and Yevette’s suggestions were met with cat-calls

But David, Vince and Gordon were clear—it was Balls!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

I’ll just go and change in to my leather gear

It doesn’t quite go with the Rotary theme

But oh, what the heck—we can all have a dream

Second attempt----

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Lets all go to Knole Park and shoot a deer

We’ll cook it for supper and some for tea

If you don’t like this ditty , don’t blame me      
A lady driver once said to me

Please can you help me, master

Every time I press this pedal see

The Flipping car goes faster            

FIN
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