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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

Vol.4  July 2010
The  (long past)  President

We seem to be enjoying a Presidential interregnum at the moment so I will abuse my position as Editor and claiming seniority (in the anno-domini sense )  make a few observations.
As a Rotary Club Amherst has a lot going for it. We pride ourselves on not being a typical Rotary Club but we should not lose sight of the fact that we are privileged to be part of a worldwide fellowship of well over a million presumably like minded people trying in a small way to make the world a better place to live in. The international aspect of Rotary is important, and  as we have found out in the past, can be very enjoyable and rewarding.

I may be wrong because I don’t go anymore myself  but we don’t seem to have much connection with District. Much of what goes on at that level may seem pretty banal but it is a mistake to think we can’t learn anything from attending District meetings. Perhaps we should try to re-connect and in the words of the song ‘eliminate the negative  but latch on to the affirmative.’
Falling membership has always been seen as  a problem. In our very second Newsletter the then editor was raising the question as two founder members had resigned. President Grant has said that Membership will be the first item on the agenda at all business meetings – Great- but we mustn’t confuse talking with action. Its no use speculating on why people don’t join us, we should ask them; and saying they don’t have the time is an excuse not a reason. A short while back we had a speaker from a Club to tell us how to attract new members. We were too polite to tell him that we’d tried that but it didn’t work. We should have followed it up by trying to find out why it worked for his Club but not for us. There must be a reason. 
 There is a view that the days of Rotary and of our Club are numbered  Its worth while making sure that is not a self fulfilling prophecy.
Ron (P)
From Bill

Yes, it’s still me; Grant is busy washing a nappy in Melbourne so has asked me to write the Presidents contribution for July. 

Another active and interesting month to mark the end of the rotary year. Lots of visitors have joined us for Club meetings---Ray Dixon, Stewart Grainger, Tony Stoneham and the lady from RC of Stirling (can’t remember her name). An interesting talk from Chris Parkinson about his father’s thoughts on life accompanied by many amusing anecdotes.  We finished the Rotary year with an excellent barbeque at St Julian’s and I gave my interpretation of a Valedictory Address.

Open Gardens was an event of two halves----the first Sunday saw me sitting in a garden in Hildenborough wearing TWO coats in an attempt to keep warm. The second Sunday I was in the same garden desperately trying to find some shade to cool off. Much hard work went in to organising and running this event. Everyone who came along  was highly appreciative of the opportunity to look around the open gardens but we could have done with many more paying visitors. We need Philip and his team to analyse the results of the event and decide if the Club should attempt another one next year. Meanwhile----- many thanks to everyone who helped with the planning of the event and to everyone who was on duty on the two Sundays.

Last Wednesday, 7th July, we had the young social entrepreneurs from Sevenoaks Prep school telling us about their exploits to raise money for HopeHIV. A great bunch of very confident and eloquent young people who had learned so much from the Social Entrepreneurs Project (SEP) that the Club must feel very proud to be associated with them. They are still counting the proceeds of their efforts but it sounds as though the £250 donated by Sevenoaks Amherst has been turned in to about £5,000----- a magnificent effort!

Programme 

JULY
      

7    7.00 for 7.30 - Social Entrepreneurs Presentation  (Allan Churchman)
8.00 Dinner
14   Business
21  Speaker - Peter Nicholls from Voluntary Action Within Kent (Tony Kemp)
28  The District Governor, John Dunkley
AUGUST 

  
4    Handover
11  Club Speaker - Allan Churchman
18  Club Team Meetings 
25  Speaker tba
SEPTEMBER 

1     Business
 8   Club Speaker - Marcel Kooij
15  Meeting to be held at The National Centre for Young People  with Epilepsy, 

Lingfield.    Further details in due course
22  Club Team Meetings
29  Fifth Wednesday Partners Evening
Speakers - Michele Baxter and Simon Monkman, NSPCC and Childline  
NEWS FROM CoVoEd...................


VISIT TO WESTMINSTER ABBEY LIBRARY AND MUSEUM provisionally arranged for Tuesday 12th October at 11.00 am  and those who indicated an interest have been emailed. The response was very positive and there is room for more if you missed replying to original message.

TALL SHIPS INITIATIVE FOR THE KNOLE ACADEMY is moving ahead and four hammocks have been reserved!
Tony  
 
At St Julian’s on 7th July 2010, seven of the Social Entrepreneurs school leavers from Sevenoaks Prep School presented the ideas that they had used to change their £10 donated by Sevenoaks Amherst Rotary to each pupil, into a much larger sum for charity. This year there were a total of 28 Social Entrepreneurs raising money for the charity Hope HIV and the seven pupils presenting were considered by the school to have come up with the most original and innovative schemes.

Philip Oldroyd the headmaster, said that the total money raised will be in excess of £2000 and could be considerably more when all the schemes have run to completion.  

The young Social Entrepreneurs confirmed that they have had learned a great deal in the process; that it was much more difficult than they initially thought and most importantly, they had a great deal of fun doing it. The audience was made up of the pupil’s parents, James and Charles Churchman, two entrepreneur former pupils who had acted as mentors to the group and members/guest members of Rotary. Unfortunately the other two “mentor entrepreneurs” who between them publish the Vine magazine, Owen Hunnam and Charlie de Rusett, were unable to attend

The presentation was excellent, which when combined with a beautiful summer's evening at a lovely location made it a memorable evening, enjoyed by all.

Allan 
Stop Press

  I have just gleaned the news that Craig Cheeseman and Oliver Wilken from The
Wildernesse School who we sent on the RYLA Course have been appointed as Head and Deputy Head Boy of the emerging Knole Academy.  Our investment seems to have paid off and I am writing to congratulate them on their appointment.  

Tony

Inner Wheel          
Our AGM was on 15th June at Pat Carrie’s house where we announced that the Officers would continue their duties for another year.  We all thanked Carolyn for all her efforts as President this year and continuing for another year, she was presented with a plant as a thank you. 

We looked forward to another busy year of outings to Buckingham Palace or Clarence House hopefully in September.  We will not give up hope of Her Majesty being there to greet us or perhaps one of the other Royals, especially as we were greeted so well on our visit to Downing Street.   (The message may have got across that Inner Wheel clubs expect special treatment)!  We have a full list of possibilities with visits, fund raising at our Bridge tea, helping with Cyclo sportive, the possibility of a theatre trip. We look forward to our visit by our District Chairman and also President Grant joining us for dinner during his presidency.

We were so enthusiastic about what we could accomplish this year that I am not sure a year will be long enough.  Although as many ladies know we can all multitask and probably do two things at the same time.  I am sure it will be a full and interesting year.

President Carolyn and ladies of Sevenoaks Amherst Inner Wheel congratulate President Bill on his successful year as President. We also send our best wishes to President Grant as he takes up his role for the coming year.

Elaine    
Edited by Ron Pike. Email copy to editor@sevenoaksamherst.org.uk  
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