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The President
           Three weeks to go then I officially hand over the Presidency. BUT, since Grant will be away the official handover will be on Wednesday, 4th August and Malcolm and I will join forces to get us through the vacuum period.

         Another very busy month has gone by and more is to come before the end of the Rotary year. The Golf day at Wildernesse was a great success this year (unfortunately I spent most of that day at 35,000 feet over the Atlantic) ---well done and thank you to everyone involved. The May Ball aka Ladies Night was fantastic---many thanks to Malcolm for all of his hard work. Allan has attended District Assembly and as a result has already initiated progress on the Membership Team---more is to come. In addition we have had a most enjoyable First Sunday Walk (Jan and Elaine talked constantly for THREE hours!) followed by seventeen sitting down for lunch at St Julian’s.

          During the next three weeks, Grant will roll out his plans for 2010-11 at Club Assembly, Open Gardens will keep us occupied on Sunday the 20th and 27th June and then we have the end of year barbeque and Valediction on the 30th June which is a  Fifth Wednesday and therefore a partners evening.

          DIARY NOTE---On 7th July the presentation part of the evening will start at 7.30pm and the meal at 8.00pm so we meet at 7.00 for 7.30pm on that evening 

                          Bill

The Board agreed to the following donations:

1. £500 to End Polio Now project and to commit the Club to £500 for each of the next 2 years.

2. £100 to Kent Association for the Blind

3. £100 to The Paula Carr Trust.

4. £10 to Currie Balerno Rotary Club.

5. £172 to Bison, £50 to Sevenoaks Summer Festival and £10 to U3A from General a/c to be reimbursed from the Charity a/c when the Open Garden project is in funds.

6. The Golf Day proceeds of approx. £4400 are distributed 15% to our Charity a/c and the remainder split between Age Concern and CAB.

7. £500 to the Bromley Parkinson Disease Society to include the £465 raised from the raffle at The Summer Ball.  NB Cheque payable to PBS Bromley

8. £100 to Andrew Rutter in support of Marie Curie.

Programme   

JUNE
             9 Club Assembly supported by Assistant District Governor Ray Dixon

    16 Club Speaker - Alan Stevens

    23 Speaker - Chris Parkinson on his father, C Northcote Parkinson

    30 Fifth Wednesday Partners Meeting - end-of-season barbecue

JULY
     7  7.00 for 7.30 - Social Entrepreneurs Presentation  (Allan Churchman)

8.00 Dinner

14 Business

21 Speaker - Peter Nicholls from Voluntary Action Within Kent (Tony Kemp)

28 The District Governor, John Dunkley

AUGUST 

 4 Hand Over    

11 Club Speaker - Allan Churchman

18     Club Teams Meeting 
25 Speaker

CoVoEd 

I advised the Club assembly as follows:  " CoVoEd will continue with its comprehensive response to community and individual needs and causes and maintain links with existing partners. Important among these links are Young Achievers, Practice Interviews especially at the new Knole Academy and our long-standing links with Walthamstow Hall - now in its 11th year- and our involvement with the  Social Entrepreneurs Project and its possible expansion envisaged by Allan Churchman.

Plans are being made to send four young people from the Academy on a Tall Ships experience to enhance their student leadership potential and possibly serve to lay foundations for an interact club.  Ken Marsden has agreed to assist with the first part of this project.

We may additionally support another RYLA course but that will depend reassurances concerning the format of the programme.  (Ray Dixon - Assistant Governor - understood my reservation about the provision and promised to follow up the matter)

A  vocational visit to Westminster Abbey involving the Library  and Museum is being planned.

Alan Stevens will review opportunities for Community Service Awards. 

A Shelter Box initiative involving the local primary schools will be explored by Mel Ridout and me and the Rotakids development will be evaluated.

As in the past the Programme delivered will depend on the commitment from colleagues and the financial resources made available

Tony
INNER WHEEL

At our last meeting Pat Ridout did a demonstration of flower arranging and made all the ladies make a white rose buttonhole.  Eventually we all got the hang of it and produced something suitable.  It was agreed that the gentlemen would be asked to wear them to Rotary on Wednesday evening.  To my surprise my husband agreed to do this and removed it from the fridge in the morning, put it in the fridge at work and wore it to the Rotary meeting.  He unfortunately was the only one.  Mary Arthur put her rose in the fridge and 2 weeks later at the May Ball, Ken arrived sporting his buttonhole on his dinner jacket.  Well done ladies.  

Pat also produced some beautiful table arrangements which were raffled at the end of the evening.  We all had a very enjoyable evening.

On 5th June, I hosted a Derby Day barbeque at home.  The weather was very kind to us.  Colin played chief chef and we had an array of wonderful salads and desserts and jugs of Pimm’s to share.  We ran a sweepstake and raised £52 for Carolyn’s charity of Kent Air Ambulance. President Bill was invited with Jan as an honorary Inner Wheeler for the day.  A great way to spend a Saturday  
We look forward to our AGM on 17th June and prepare for a new and exciting year of fund raising, enjoyable visits and friendship.   
Elaine Hook

Rotary Work
(Edward has sent this piece to a number of newspapers)
Rotary is a huge world wide organisation but in the main it is all about a group of local people not only raising money for local charities but also helping the community.  So we will try to explain just what our club in Sevenoaks has achieved in 2009/10.

A great deal of help is given to young people.  Every year we give £10 to each member of Year 8 at Sevenoaks Prep School to help start their Social Entrepreneurs Project.  The aim of this is to see how much money each pupil can make by starting up a small business.  Members of Rotary help the pupils by giving their advice and time and all the profits from these businesses go to the charity HopeHIV.  Over £5,000 is raised each year. 

The Club also sponsors a participant for the Tall Ships Race and next year we hope to sponsor 4 young people.  For many years we have been helping Walthamstow Hall, Bradbourne and Wildernesse Schools with practise interviews to help prepare the students for when they apply for jobs and universities.

The Sevenoaks Young Musician of the Year is a prestigious local music event and the Club sponsors the second prize for this competition.  We help two boys from Wildernesse and two girls from Bradbourne to go on the Rotary Youth Leadership Award Course which they all find really beneficial.  The Club is represented on the Board of Governors of St. John’s Primary School and we help with various events held at other local primary schools.

One of the major events is the Young Achievers Award which we run in conjunction with Waitrose.  This year it was held at Sevenoaks County Primary School when twelve children from local primary schools were presented with awards for outstanding contributions to school life.  We have also sponsored two local students with the projects they are working on in South Africa and Uganda as well as a local disabled family for a visit to Euro Disney.

The Club first organised the Kent Cyclo Sportif in 1997 with 95 entrants when it raised £800.  It is now one of the biggest Cyclo Sportifs in the Great Britain cycle calendar and is certainly one of the major sporting events in Sevenoaks. Last year 750 riders entered either a 80 or 140km ride round Kent. This requires 80 people to run the event from marshalling and signing on duties to refreshments and start times.  We are grateful to Sevenoaks Prep School which gives their premises and grounds over to us for the weekend.  Last year this event raised £70,000 and the total over the years is £250,000 all of which, in the main, goes to Hospice in the Weald and McMillan Cancer Support.

Wildernesse Golf Club is the venue for our Charity Golf day each year where again many of the members rally round to organise a competitive day’s golf in aid of Age Concern and the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.  This year 68 players took part and raised £3,200.  

This summer, on 20th and 27th June, we have managed to persuade 24 local residents to open their gardens to the public in order to raise money for the Rockdale Appeal and a member of the Club will be on duty at each garden to make sure everyone is happy and that everything runs smoothly.  We also helped Rockdale earlier in the year by organising the Railway Swing Band to play at Sevenoaks School.

Another popular event for local charities is the ‘Quiz of Quizzes’ which attracts many teams.  St Julian’s Firework Party is always a successful event and here we organise all the car parking.  Also every year we are to be found in fancy dress with buckets outside Tesco raising money for Children in Need.

We all get a huge amount of enjoyment through being involved in these activities and we do also involve ourselves in charities abroad.  The Club meets at St. Julian’s every Wednesday evening for a meal, a get together and to talk about all the above events and to plan more. Also once or twice a month we have a speaker.  There are many social activities arranged from summer balls to Christmas dinners, from weekends away to local walks and many other one-off events.  New members are always most welcome and much needed to help keep up the success of running all these events.  It is very much a team effort but no pressure is put on anyone to do more than their life style allows and this is one of the key reasons for our successful club.  Fellowship and lasting friendships are other key strengths and we all do have so much fun.  If anyone is interested and would like more information please see our website at www.sevenoaksamherst.org.uk or, it you would to find out even more by joining us one evening at St Julian’s then e-mail our secretary at

secretary@sevenoaksamherst.org.uk. 

We must point out that there is another Rotary Club in Sevenoaks, Sevenoaks Rotary Club www.rotaryclubofsevenoaks.org  also organising charitable events and supporting the local community in many ways.  For example they organise the annual Park which raised over £6000 this year.

Edward
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