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ON LINE

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks Amherst

 Vol.3  August 2008
The President      

My summer holidays are now over and so I can look forward to the new Rotary year with the batteries fully charged!  Thanks to Bill who has been standing in for me over the past few weeks.         
Some planning has been carried out already but we still need everyone’s thoughts and ideas especially with regards to fund raising.  Malcolm needs your ideas, maybe old events that we can redo or new events we can try out.  Please put your thinking caps on and see what we can come up with.  Last year we raised more than ever before and this has been the case for many years now, but we need this to continue.    
As has been the custom over the past few years we started off this Rotary year with the ‘Quiz of Quizzes’ which as most of you know is organized by one of our Friends, Douglas MacIldowie.  Again this was a very successful evening and raised over £300 for our Charity account – many thanks to Douglas!

The programme for the year is also taking shape and we have a fairly full social calendar up to Christmas with several trips out and our 30th Anniversary Dinner in September.    
Over 20 people have signed up to go to District Conference in October and that should be an excellent weekend as well.

Colin

Board Meeting
No Board meeting in August

Programme    

August 2008

04.08.08 Board Meeting

06.08.08


Business Meeting
13.08.08
AMHERST EVENING
20.08.08
Speaker – Nicola Rutherford, re School French Trip
27.08.08
Club Speaker – Edward Oatley

September 2008

03.09.08
Business Meeting 
10.09.08

PARTNERS EVENING - 30th Anniversary Sevenoaks Amherst Rotary Club
14.09.08
Cyclo Sportif
17.09.08
Speaker – Ray Dixon, Rotary Club of Bexhill & GSE members re Australian trip

24.09.08
MEETING CANCELLED
25.09.08
Visit to Hospice of the Weald 
October 2008

01.10.08
Business Meeting
08.10.08
AMHERST EVENING
15.10.08
Visit from District Governor John Wilton

22.10.08
Club Speaker – Philip Spicer
24.10.08 – 26.10.08
District Conference, Eastbourne
29.10.08
PARTNERS EVENING - Bowling, Sevenoaks

Postage Stamps       

Please remember to bring your used postage stamps to me for helping to fund training for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.
If your stamps already go to a charity that is good,  if you do nothing with them please let me have them to pass to what is a Rotary preferred charity.

All values of stamps and of any nationality.

Thank you 

Don.                                                                                                  

Common Sense

Today we mourn the

passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who
has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was
since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He
will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as knowing
'when to come in out of the rain', 'why the early bird gets the worm',
'life isn't always fair' and 'maybe it was my fault'

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more
than you earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not children
are in charge).

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but
overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a six-year-old boy
charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended
from school for using mouthwash after lunch and a teacher fired for
reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the
job they themselves failed to do in disciplining their unruly children
It declined even further when schools were required to get parental
consent to administer aspirin, sun lotion or a Band Aid to a student,
but could not inform the parents when a student became pregnant and
wanted to have an abortion.

Common Sense lost the will to live when religions became businesses and
criminals received better treatment than their victims. Common Sense
took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your
own home and the burglar could sue you for assault
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to
realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in
her lap and was promptly awarded a huge settlement.

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust;
his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility and his son, Reason. He
is survived by three to Blame' and 'I am a Victim'.
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. If
you still remember him, pass this on. If not, join the majority and do
nothing.

Simon    
Sevenoaks Amherst InnerWheel
 

On a lovely warm sunny afternoon in May, six members visited Tea Pot Island in Yalding to view the world’s largest collection of tea pots in all shapes and sizes.  It is a fascinating display of over 5,00 tea pots and two or three visits would be needed to appreciate every tea pot.  After going round the exhibition we treated ourselves to a cream tea – a fitting end to a very interesting afternoon.

 

In June we held our AGM and elected Gladys Adams as our new President.  Jean Wilson was thanked for her two year stint as our President.  The first meeting with Gladys at the helm was a business meeting at which we hosted the new District Chairman.  This proved to be her first Club meeting and it was a very light hearted evening and was enjoyed by everyone.  Elaine brought the books which her school had bought for the library with the money given by the Club as a thank you for taking part in making the bookmarks. Elaine and her school worked very hard to make this a success and the result was much appreciated 

Eating at Ightham Mote ?
Grant spotted this on a recent visit!
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