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The President   

September is with us and I think this more or less marks the end of the holiday season.  Numbers at the Club meetings have been low in the past few months, but it was good to see most Members at the business meeting last week.  Please don’t forget it is your Club and we need contributions and ideas from everyone.  This is especially true with regards to Fund Raising.  We have our big and regular events but it would be good to introduce some other different events.  Please put your thinking heads on.  I know I mentioned this last month but we do need ideas.

The big event, next weekend, is the Cycle ride and the Sportif team have done a marvellous job again.  Virtually all Members are helping in one way or another and it will be an early start for most.  As soon as this event finishes next year’s starts and entry forms will be available I understand.

Bill has put his thinking head on and has produced some promotional leaflets which will be distributed over the next few weeks.  If you need copies to hand out please see Bill or me and we will get some more printed off.

The 13th September marks our 30th Anniversary and so there is an Anniversary Dinner on 10th September.  Several ‘old’ founder Members will be there and I hope this will be a good social evening!

Malcolm spoke to the Board and it was mentioned at the last meeting that further contact has been made with Inti Sisa in Ecuador.  This is a very worthwhile Charity that we are considering supporting, we are thinking of making this an ‘International’ event and we will be in contact with both Amherst Ohio and Roubaix Est to discuss.  Please visit the website at www.intisisa.org if you want to know more.  This could be good on several fronts especially if it enables us to work with another Club.  If you have any ideas or comments on this please pass them onto Malcolm.

St Julians have asked us to help with the parking arrangements on 8th November and we will obviously be looking for volunteers for the evening.  

Colin

Board Meeting

           Monday September 1st.

Abbreviated minutes 
It was agreed that that the SGM in November would be the occasion to elect the Club Officers for the year 2009/2010, including president elect and second vice.

· Trustees.

Ken Arthur requested approval for a temporary float of £500 for the Cyclo-Sportif 

· President

President Colin has passed £700 to Father Adu in the Gambia for the Generators.

There is a District International Event (information meeting) on the 30th September

at the Royal Wells Hotel, Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells.

Tony has been able to contact Nik Pears; the Rotary computer/visual aid equipment

is still being used to promote HOPE HIV.

· Secretary 

Valedictory would be on the 24th June, Handover and the Club Assembly on 1st July
·  Treasurer

Balances; General A/C £1,941, Charity A/C £2,493, Cancer Care A/C £9,332, there are balances awaiting transfer to the Club Cancer Care A/C, which potentially £18,500.

The new subscription system is working and there have been no cash flow problems.

Malcolm anticipated an income of £3,200 from Gift Aid for the 2007 Cyclo-Sportif.

Entries for the 2009 Cyclo-Sportif will start from the 15th September. 

The Club Accounts have been referred to the Auditor.

Gordon was asked to make a suitable gift to Philip Thomas.

· Membership Services

Annual renewal of Friends of Rotary; Jack is in charge.
Team members at Quiz of Quizzes are expected to pay an entry fee to play.

St. Julian’s Breakfast Club – approaches, leaflets, President Colin would visit.

· Community, Vocational & Educational Services.

Young Achievers Award, about to be re-launched.

 Sevenoaks Day Nursery Grant Application, Philip would speak to this at the business meeting.

Tony, through contacts with VSU believed that it might be possible for ‘the battle of the bands to be reborn’.

· Fund Raising.

Collecting outside Tesco for ‘Children in Need’ is still a possibility.

Suggestions are still needed from club members for fund raising events for this year.

· International.

Development of Roubaix Est relationship; we need to find a way to understand the real opinion of the club with regard to twinning, the present arrangement does not appear to meet the requirements of the majority of members of the club. A lot of effort and cash is put into the relationship; we should see that it is worthwhile.

      Date of Next Meeting  Wednesday 1st October at St Julians at 7pm
Who’s Who
Sevenoaks Amherst Club Officers 2008 – 2009

Board

President




Colin Hook

Vice President



Bill Brickell

Treasurer




Gordon Johnston

Secretary




Ken Arthur

3 elected members



Grant Walker, Tony Kemp, Malcolm Elvines

Co-opted in lieu of 2nd Vice President 
Philip Spicer

Service “Committee” Co-ordinators

Membership

Bill Brickell

Fund Raising

Malcolm Elvines

International

Derek Williams

Foundation

John Berwick

CoVoEd

Tony Kemp

Publicity

Grant Walker

Trustees

Don Ingram

Simon Welham (Chairman)

Ron Adams

John Harland

Club Officers

Meals Secretary


Alan Stevens



Deputy


Vacant

Speaker/Programme Secretary
Vacant

Websites



Grant Walker

On Line



Ron Pike

Master at Arms/wine raffle

John Dear

Child Protection


Don Ingram

Health and Safety


Don Ingram

Regalia



Vacant

Year Book



Simon Welham

Welfare



Mel Ridout

Reps at District Meetings

Maureen Morrison and Eric Matkins

Archivist



Jack Wilson

Cyclo Sportive


Malcolm Elvines and Derek Williams 
Programme
Ken (A) [ secretary] will be circulating this separately.
District Council Meeting.  19th May 2008 
This report has been prepared from the minutes of the above meeting as unfortunately we were on holiday and not able to attend.

Treasurers Report

DT Ian announced that the district a/c is standing at £53,000, there is £15,000 in the charity a/c and £16,000 in the conference a/c.

All 3,000 copies of the Usborne dictionaries have been sold.

The District sub per member will remain at  £12.00 per  member and the RIBI sub will remain at £45.00 per member.

DT Ian appealed to clubs to keep charity money separate from club accounts.  5 clubs had paid their RIBI subs from their charity a/c.

If any clubs are receiving bank charges please let him know.

District Governor nominee for 2010-2011 is Rtn. John Dunkley from the Rotary Club of South Foreland.

The Council of Legislation result was that PDG Tony Hodges(Maidstone) was nominated to represent the district.  Reserve was PDG Jeremy Voizey.

The make-a-wish charity had a target of £24,000 set by Denis.  It is now heading towards £50,000.  The first wish a has recently been granted.  There will be a celebration banquet on 13th September in the Victoria theatre & ballroom, Salomans, Southborough.

2,050 shelter boxes were sent to Burma, which provided shelter for 20,500 people. 400 boxes have been committed for China.

Canterbury Sunrise was chartered on Saturday 21st June 2008.

2008 

RIBI Conference

DG Denis reported D1120 won three awards.  The district won one for having the most Interact Clubs, Langley Park won an RIBI centennial award for their fun walk for 

St.Christopher’s Hopice and Faversham’s Nicole Dryburgh was a young citizen of the year winner.
Maureen

News from COVOED

* Make a Date - Interviewers Wanted by Wally Hall on 27th (probably),  
28th and 29th October from 4.00 - 7.00p.m.
* The Young Achievers' Award for 2009 is about to be launched.
* Social Entrepreneurs at Sevenoaks Prep generated £5000 from our  
"seed corn" investment of £300.  An astounding  growth rate of 1566.66%
* MEL is taking on responsibility for liaising with Kemsing School and  
MARCEL is joining the CoVoEd Team.
* Simon and I are exploring the prospect that in conjunction with the  
Voluntary Service Unit (VSU) we could run another "Battle of the  
Bands “

Chris Myers                                               
Having chatted to his Dad, Paul, I am delighted to report that Chris  
who, as members know, has cerebral palsy has done exceedingly well in  
recent GCSE examinations.   Naturally because of his communication  
difficulties he had to take a differentiated exam designed for  
disabled people and in those exams achieved the following comparable  
GCSE results:


Science (A),        I.C.T.[ Information, Communication and  
Technology,] (B),
   DT [Design Technology] (B),       Mathematics (B)       and English  
(B).

He now moves on to Valance's Further Education Unit for Science and  
Computer Studies at A Level to prepare for entry to University which,  
according to Paul, will be breaking new ground for Valence.   He will  
also become a boarder
Meanwhile........... he gained 1st Place in the West Kent Junior  
BocciaTeam and continues to Coach with Redhill YMCA.    He retains  
hopes for the 2012 Paralympics but Dada has discerned that competitors  
in these games seem on average older and so he thinks that Chris will  
be better placed for 2016.
We have sent him a card to congratulate him on his achievements and  
wishing him well for the next stage of his studies.
Tony
Recruiting New Members       

A report in a national newspaper recently referred to the establishment of a new Women’s Institute in the village of Bramley , Hampshire. Apparently the original village WI was formed in 1919 and, with a current membership around 20 ,- presumably not in the first flush of youth – indulge in the traditional WI activities, baking, jam making and enjoying strawberry teas.

The newly formed WI  which goes  under the name Bramley Lite has a slightly different programme which embraces Burlesque dancing, Life Art Classes with nude male models, an evening with a sex therapist and other similar activities. Their first theatre outing was to see a show Puppetry of the Penis. (You didn’t tell us about this Roy!)  They have already attracted over 60 members  aged from their early 20’s and their President is  only 35.

Is this the way forward ?  Should we rename ourselves ‘Amherst Lite’ and  organise a similar programme. Perhaps a pole dancer could come and explain her act ,or how about an Ann Summers presentation. 
The trouble is we don’t really know why new  young people aren’t attracted to Rotary. There’s all sorts of theories  but its no use us speculating about the lack of interest. The only way to find out is to ask suitable prospective members why they are not interested. If we can find a sensible way of doing that we might get somewhere
Ron (P)
PS

.A man goes to the doctors feeling a little ill   .
The doctor checks him over and says, 'Sorry, I have some bad news. You  have Yellow 24, a really nasty virus.  It's called Yellow 24 because it turns your blood yellow and you usually only have 24 hours to live. There's no known cure so just go home and enjoy your final precious moments on earth.'
So he trudges home to his wife and breaks the news.
Distraught, she asks him to go to the bingo with her that evening as he's never been there with her before.
They arrive at the bingo and with his first card he gets four corners and  wins £35.
Then, with the same card, he gets a line and wins £320
Then he gets the full house and wins £1000.
Then the National grid comes up and he wins that too getting £380,000
The bingo caller gets him up on stage and says, 'Son, I've been here 20  years and I've never seen anyone win four corners, a line, the full house and the National grid on the  same card. You must be the luckiest man on Earth!'            
'Lucky?' he screamed. 'Lucky? I'll have you know I've got Yellow 24.'
'Bu...r me,' says the bingo caller. 'You've won the raffle as well !! 
Eric
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